
First Lutheran Church, San Marcos, TX 
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 12, 2020  
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day 
Sunday, April 12, 2020 

HYMN: JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY: ELW 365 

EASTER ACCLAMATION   
Repeats multiple times 

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  
  Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!  



Easter Sermon of St. John Chrysostom (circa 400 AD) (Read in parts) 
This classic Easter Sermon is from Saint John Chrysostom, one of the greatest preachers of all 
time. Written in the 400s, it is read each Easter in many churches, particularly Eastern Orthodox 
congregations.This homily exhorts all to rejoice and enter into the Easter feast of the 
resurrection.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 
Let us pray together on mute.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 
glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 
that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Acts. 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 
essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 
37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
The psalm for the day is sung. 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.  
 2Let Israel now declare,  
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song,  
  and has become my salvation.  
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!  
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!  
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”  
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely,  
  but did not hand me over to death.  
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.”  
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected  
  has become the chief cornerstone.  
 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes.  
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
The reading may be announced:  
A reading from Colossians. 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the 
entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for 
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: ELW 172 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 
The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the 
good news: Jesus is risen! 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was 
like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like 
dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 
Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 
where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 
8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee; there they will see me.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION REPEATS 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY: NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES, ELW 379 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
On this most holy day, we pray for the church, the earth, the world, those in need, and all the 
members of God’s family, each petition ends with the words"in your mercy” and your response 
is  “Hear our prayer.”  
A brief silence. 

We pray, O God, for all the churches around the globe: for their bishops and clergy; for the newly 
baptized; for the believers who cannot assemble for worship; for faithful endurance during this 
time of sorrow and distress; and for a deepening sense of your presence among us. 
  O God, you are our Temple: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 



We pray, O God, for the well-being of creation: we recall that you made the rainbow a reminder 
of your promise of unending love and the restoration of all creation. We for the health of seas and 
rivers and lakes; for the San Marcos Springs and Edwards Aquifer; and for the will to care for 
your earth. 
 O God, you are our Rainbow of promise: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for peace and justice in the world: for an end to war and international turmoil; 
for concord in our troubled society; for the heads of state, legislators, and local civic leaders, that 
they enact wise procedures to deal with the coronavirus.   
 O God, you are our Mighty Fortress: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God for all who are facing the coronavirus: for all who mourn their dead; all who 
have contracted the virus; those who are quarantined or stranded away from home; those who 
have lost their employment; those who fear the present and the future. We pray for physicians, 
nurses, and home health aides; medical researchers; and the World Health Organization. Fill the 
aching in our hearts with your merciful power. 
O God, you are our Everlasting Arms: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for all in need: for those suffering for the faith; for those who are poor, hungry, 
and homeless; for those who are sick and those awaiting death; and for those we name before 
you here. 
O God, you are the Healer of our every ill: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We pray, O God, for the desires of our hearts: 
A longer period of silence. 
O God, you are our Heart’s Desire: in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Receive our thanks for all who died in the faith, and bring us at the final resurrection into your 
everlasting life, where sorrows will be no more. 
O God, our Beginning and our End, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Into your gracious and mighty hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through your Son Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

OFFERING  
Explain how your church is gathering offering during this time.  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 



LORD’S PRAYER - Unmute all  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. Mute  

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION  

HYMN: EAT THIS BREAD ELW 492 



HYMN: IN CHRIST ALONE 

BLESSING  
The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL  
Our Zoom Meeting will be left open for people to greet one another. Once the benediction ends, 
we will change the setting to allow people to unmute themselves. It is not a substitute for being 
together, but it is what we have. You are invited to speak a word of encouragement and care for 
one another.  
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1. In Christ alone my hope is found,  
He is my light, my strength, my song;  
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,  
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  
My Comforter, my All in All,  
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

2. In Christ alone! – who took on flesh,  
Fullness of God in helpless babe.  
This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save:  
Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied –  
For every sin on Him was laid;  
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of the world by darkness slain:  
Then bursting forth in glorious day  
Up from the grave He rose again!  
And as He stands in victory  
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,  
For I am His and He is mine –  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the power of Christ in me;  
From life’s first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny.  
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand:  
Till He returns or calls me home,  
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.
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