
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 5, 2020  
Passion Sunday 
Sunday of the Passion / Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 5, 2020 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 256) 
The presiding minister begins.  

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 257) 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on 
the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of 
Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues 
confess Jesus as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 
find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion,  
 Look, your king is coming to you,  
  humble, and mounted on a donkey,  



   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went 
ahead of him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David!  
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds 
were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

MEDITATION 1: THE ENTRY 

BLESSING OF PALMS (ELW p. 256) 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray together on mute.  
A brief silence is kept. 
We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
As we remember that day, and enter in to this Holy Week,  
grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344) 

READING: IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE PARADE: MATTHEW 21: 12-17, 42-46 

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and 
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to 
them, ‘It is written, 

“My house shall be called a house of prayer”; 

   but you are making it a den of robbers.’ 

The blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he cured them. But when the chief priests 
and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did, and heard the children crying out in the 
temple, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’, they became angry and said to him, ‘Do you hear what 
these are saying?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Yes; have you never read, 



“Out of the mouths of infants and nursing babies  
   you have prepared praise for yourself”?’  

He left them, went out of the city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 

“The stone that the builders rejected  
   has become the cornerstone;  
this was the Lord’s doing,  
   and it is amazing in our eyes”?  

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and 
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’ 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 
about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as 
a prophet. 

MEDITATION 2: WHY HE HAS COME, A MISUNDERSTOOD MESSIAH 

HYMN: Canticle Of The Turning  



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, 
give us bold and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your 
redemption. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, 
threatened habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and 
researchers who find ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage 
to leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison 
and those who face execution. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of mercy, send your saving help to all who suffer abuse, insult, discrimination, or contempt. 
Heal the wounded. Comfort the dying. Bring peace to those suffering chronic or terminal illness. 
Tend to all who cry out for relief (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things, 
show us the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the 
sake of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in 
heaven and on earth (especially), let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection 
and our hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend them to 
you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

READING: THE ANOINTING AND BETRAYAL OF JESUS: MATTHEW 26:1-16 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, ‘You know that after 
two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified.’ 

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, who 
was called Caiaphas, and they conspired to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. But they said, 
‘Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.’ 

Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to him with an 
alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at the table. But 
when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, ‘Why this waste? For this ointment could 
have been sold for a large sum, and the money given to the poor.’ But Jesus, aware of this, said to 
them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good service for me. For you 
always have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. By pouring this ointment on 
my body she has prepared me for burial. Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed 
in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.’ 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, ‘What 
will you give me if I betray him to you?’ They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that 
moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

MEDITATION 3: GATHERING DARKNESS 



HYMN: My Song is Love Unknown (No music graphic available)  
Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt. 

1 My song is love unknown, 
 my Savior's love to me, 
 love to the loveless shown 
 that they might lovely be. 
 Oh, who am I that for my sake 
 my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
2 He came from his blest throne 
 salvation to bestow; 
 the world that was his own  
 would not its Savior know. 
 But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
 who at my need his life did spend! 

3 Sometimes we strew his way 
 and his sweet praises sing; 
 resounding all the day 
 hosannas to our king. 
 Then "Crucify!" is all our breath, 
 and for his death we thirst and cry. 

4 We cry out; we will have 
 our dear Lord made away, 
 a murderer to save, 
 the prince of life to slay. 
 Yet cheerful he to suff'ring goes 
 that he his foes from thence might free. 

5 In life no house, no home 
 my Lord on earth might have; 
 in death no friendly tomb 
 but what a stranger gave. 
 What may I say? Heav'n was his home 
 but mine the tomb wherein he lay. 

6 Here might I stay and sing— 
 no story so divine! 
 Never was love, dear King, 
 never was grief like thine. 
 This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
 I all my days could gladly spend! 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
We invite the assembly to un-mute and join their voices together. 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 221) 
Brief announcements may be made. 

Holy Week Schedule: Worship at 7 pm Thursday and Friday 

Holy Communion celebrated in homes for those so desiring.   

BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing. 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission. 

Be in this world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 


