Worship Plan for Sunday, October 4, 2020: The Feast of St. Francis
18th Sunday after Pentecost 29th Sunday of Quarantide
Confession and Forgiveness based on the Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make us instruments of your peace, where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness,
joy.
O, God, We confess that we seek comfort for ourselves and forget peace for others. Teach us that instead,
that our calling is not so much about being be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to
be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in
dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Genesis 1: 20-31

God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome
of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which
the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the
cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth,
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So God created humankind in his image, in the image
of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”
God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air,
and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
food.” And it was so.
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was
morning, the sixth day.

Psalm 80:7-15

Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
8You have brought a vine | out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and | planted it.
9You cleared the | ground for it;
it took root and | filled the land.
10The mountains were covered | by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.
11You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea
and its branches | to the river.
12Why have you broken | down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes?
13The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it,
and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it.
14Turn now, O | God of hosts,
look | down from heaven;
15behold and | tend this vine;
preserve what your right | hand has planted. R
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14
[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake
I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if
somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:25-30
25At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was
your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.
28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PRAYED FROM HOME BY ZOOM PARTICIPANTS)
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.
A brief silence.
Sisters and brothers, let us pray in thanksgiving for the gift of love, for our pets, and for all of creation.
Gracious Lord of love, we rejoice in our vital relationship with all living creatures. Empower us to seek
their welfare, intervening where needed, defending and tending your world with grace, compassion, and
dignity. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guide our choices so that we would safeguard habitats, ensuring, by your grace, that the mysteries and
beauties of nature unfold for future generations. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, you promise a day when the wolf will lie down with the lamb. Renew our hope for that day even
as we strive for the peaceable kingdom in our own time. Today we remember the pets from our past- the
ones who were there to love us and make us laugh... the ones who were a part of our family, and whose
passing we still grieve. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. Grant that world leaders
seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, heal our pain and
suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to
mind those who are struggling today (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. Give hope and a future to
those who lack meaningful work, those who have been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and
those who desire new opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May our chorus join theirs until
our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
(We give give thanks to God for caring for us and for your gifts to support the church.)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. We offer these gifts which you have first given us, signs of
our thankfulness for your blessings.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen..
THE SHARING OF PEACE

HOLY COMMUNION
At this time you would prepare your own ‘Lord’s Table” with the food and drink you have prepared to be the Body
and Blood of Christ for us

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For
this food is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this
meal. If you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ,
given for you” and “Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the
pastor. The worship team at church receives after the service closes because to receive now would mean
a long break in worship for those at home.)
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Bread of Life from Heaven, (ELW 474, chorus only, repeated)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God of every table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been united by your
promise to be with us always. Sustain us by these gifts so that we may share your neighborly love with
all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. Amen.
BENEDICTION:
May the Spirit of the Creator of all open your eyes to the vastness and splendor of beauty all around us.
May you hear, and smell, and see, and touch God’s glory evident in all of Your creation.
May the blessing of God the Creator, Jesus the Redeemer, and the Spirit present in all things be with you
now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ (ELW 674)
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