
Worship Plan for Sunday, November 15, 2020  
2nd Sunday of Advent   35th Sunday of Quarantide 

Advent Confession and Absolution 

God of embodied mercy and grace, 
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed. 
We have been asleep and have not prepared for your arrival. We have 
held our faith in our hearts and minds and neglected to express it with our 
bodies. We have compartmentalized following you to times and places 
when it is convenient for us, neglecting to embody our walk with you in 
our whole lives and our whole selves. We have disrespected our own bodies 
and the bodies of others through neglect, judgment, and shame, forgetting that you chose to 
become flesh, that our bodies are holy. Forgive us. Help us to remember that our bodies are a part 
of your body, that we are the body of Christ. Renew our hearts, our minds and our bodies that we 
may use them to glorify you by doing your work in this world. Amen 

Beloved body of Christ, 
God created humans in God’s own image and called us very good. God came to us through the messy 
process of birth, with all of its blood, sweat and tears. God rejoices at every person who wakes from 
their slumber to prepare for the coming of Christ. God welcomes all who turn from sin and towards holy 
living. God opens God’s arms to all who work to embody faith. There is grace and forgiveness for all of 
our sins As a called and ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ, I hereby pronounce to you 
forgiveness of all of your sins. Go forth awake with the Holy Spirit, embodying your faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

GATHERING SONG Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we 
have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your 
coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 
The reading may be announced:  

A reading from Zephaniah. 
 7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is at hand; 
 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.  
 
 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people  
 who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts,  
 “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.”  
 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste.  
 Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;  
 though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  
 
 14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast;  
 the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.  
 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish,  
 a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.  
 
 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;  
  because they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust,  
  and their flesh like dung.  
 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 
 in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;  
 for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 



PSALM: Psalm 90:1-12 

 1Lord, you have | been our refuge  
  from one generation | to another.  
 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born,  
  from age to age | you are God. 
 3You turn us back to the | dust and say,  
  “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.”  
 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past 
  and like a watch | in the night; R  
 5you sweep them away | like a dream,  
  they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 
 6in the morning it is | green and flourishes; 
  in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 
 7For we are consumed | by your anger; 
  we are afraid because | of your wrath.  
 8Our iniquities you have | set before you,  
  and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. R  
 9When you are angry, all our | days are gone; 
  we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.  
 10The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength | even eighty;  
  yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away quickly and | we are gone.  
 11Who regards the power | of your wrath? 
  Who rightly fears your | indignation?  
  12So teach us to num- | ber our days  
  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. R 

SERMON READING: Judges 4: 1-10, 14-16 
A reading from Judges. 1The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud 
died. 2So the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the 
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then the Israelites cried out to 
the LORD for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly 
twenty years.  
4At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5She used to sit under the 
palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up 
to her for judgment. 6She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said 
to him, "The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, 'Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten 
thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7I will draw out Sisera, the general of 
Jabin's army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into 
your hand.'" 8Barak said to her, "If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will 
not go." 9And she said, "I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not 



lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman." Then Deborah got up and 
went with Barak to Kedesh. 10Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh; and ten thousand 
warriors went up behind him; and Deborah went up with him.  
14Then Deborah said to Barak, "Up! For this is the day on which the LORD has given Sisera into your 
hand. The LORD is indeed going out before you." So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with ten 
thousand warriors following him. 15And the LORD threw Sisera and all his chariots and all his army into 
a panic before Barak; Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot, 16while Barak pursued the 
chariots and the army to Harosheth-ha-goiim. All the army of Sisera fell by the sword; no one was left. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As 
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But 
the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids 
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep 
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PRAYED FROM HOME BY ZOOM PARTICIPANTS) 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, 
the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, 
unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity 
throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the beauty of nature. 
Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase concern for those who are 
most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human 
rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy clouds of depression, 
chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your radiant light. Send us as encouragement and 
signs of your healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the margins. Release our 
desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from their labors. Rouse us 
to live by their example, that saints yet to come may also know your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation 
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

(We give give thanks to God for caring for us and for your gifts to support the church.)   

God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and 
give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have 
made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant. 
Amen.. 

THE SHARING OF PEACE  

HOLY COMMUNION 

At this time you would prepare your own ‘Lord’s Table” with the food and drink you have prepared to be the Body 
and Blood of Christ for us  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For this food 
is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  

(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If 
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and 
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.) 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Bread of Life from Heaven, (ELW 474, chorus only, repeated) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. Nourished and forgiven, may we follow our calling to wipe away the tears 
of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. Amen.  

BENEDICTION:  
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 



SENDING SONG Christ, Be Our Light (ELW 715) 
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