Worship Plan for Sunday, November 22, 2020
3rd Sunday of Advent
36th Sunday of Quarantide
Advent Call to Worship (inspired by Luke 1:68-79)
Lift up your hearts, people of God, for the Lord has looked
favorably upon us and is sending us his beloved son.
He is raising up for us a mighty savior
in the house of his servant David.
God is showing the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has
remembered his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our ancestors
Abraham and Sarah, that we might serve him without fear.
We go before the Lord, following John the Baptist,
to prepare the way of the Lord.
Come, let us worship God and listen
to the voice crying out in the wilderness. Amen.
GATHERING SONG Each Winter As the Year Grows Older (ELW
252)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Forgive us, O Lord, for our disobedient and hurried impatience. Take our doubt from away. Replace it
with longing for your presence and coming. When we are impatient, remind us that your promises are no
less true in the stillness. May weembrace moments of quiet to meditate on the hope we are offered by
you alone. And when it is our turn to speak, may words of praise, adoration, and celebration flow from
our lips as they did from your servant Zechariah. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Job 38: 1-18; 40: 1-5

Chapter 38
Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind:
"Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3Gird up your loins like a man,
I will question you, and you shall declare to me.
4"Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
5Who determined its measurements — surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it?
6On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone
7when the morning stars sang together and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?
8"Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb? —
9when I made the clouds its garment, and thick darkness its swaddling band,
10and prescribed bounds for it, and set bars and doors,
11and said, 'Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stopped'?
12"Have you commanded the morning since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place,
13so that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of it?
14It is changed like clay under the seal, and it is dyed like a garment.
15Light is withheld from the wicked, and their uplifted arm is broken.
16"Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses of the deep?
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?
18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you know all this.
1

2

Chapter 40
And the LORD said to Job:
"Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Anyone who argues with God must respond."
3Then Job answered the LORD:
4"See, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on my mouth.
5I have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice, but will proceed no further."
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PSALM: Psalm 62:1-8

For God alone I | wait in silence;
from God comes | my salvation.
2God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
3How long will all of you assail | me to crush me
as if I were a leaning fence, a | toppling wall?
4They seek only to bring me down from my place of honor; they take plea- | sure in lies.
They bless with their lips, but in their | hearts they curse.
5For God alone I | wait in silence;
truly, my hope | is in God.
6God alone is my rock and | my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall nev- | er be shaken.
7In God is my deliverance | and my honor;
God is my strong rock | and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God al- | ways, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who | is our refuge.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)

GOSPEL: Luke 1: 5-25, 57-80
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
5In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6Both of them were
righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the
Lord. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.
8Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he was chosen by lot,
according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. 10Now at
the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. 11Then there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah
saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name
him John. 14You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in
the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled
with the Holy Spirit. 16He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit
and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 18Zechariah
said to the angel, "How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in
years." 19The angel replied, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak
to you and to bring you this good news. 20But now, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur."
21Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary. 22When
he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary.
He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23When his time of service was ended, he
went to his home.
24After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said,
25This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and took away the disgrace I
have endured among my people.
57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after
his father. 60But his mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 61They said to her, "None of your relatives
has this name." 62Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him.
63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed.
64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear
came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of
Judea. 66All who heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed,
the hand of the Lord was with him.
67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:
68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
69He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,
70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,

and has remembered his holy covenant,
73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace."
80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared
publicly to Israel.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (ELW 490)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PRAYED FROM HOME BY ZOOM PARTICIPANTS)
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church,
the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of
all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and
usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice.
Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. Inspire
us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
(We give give thanks to God for caring for us and for your gifts to support the church.)
God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and
give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have
made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen..
THE SHARING OF PEACE

HOLY COMMUNION
At this time you would prepare your own ‘Lord’s Table” with the food and drink you have prepared to be the Body
and Blood of Christ for us

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For this food
is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.)

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Bread of Life from Heaven, (ELW 474, chorus only, repeated)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ. Nourished and forgiven, may we follow our calling to wipe away the tears
of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG All Earth Is Hopeful (Toda la tierra) (ELW 266)

BENEDICTION (based on Zechariah’s song and Isaiah 42)

May the path that Christ walks to bring justice upon the earth,
to bring light to those who sit in darkness, to bring out those who live in bondage,
to bring new things to all creation: may this path run through our life.
May we be the road Christ takes. Amen.
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