Worship Plan for Sunday, November 29, 2020
4rd Sunday of Advent
37th Sunday of Quarantide
Prayer of Confession (inspired by Luke 1:46-55)
Every notion we have about power and achievement, God takes and tosses out the window.
More importantly, God comes to us, to upset our notion that we have to save ourselves.
In Jesus, God comes to us, removing our sin, our failures, our expectations, so we might have new life.
Please join me as we pray, saying,
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God. The very ones you favor, we too
often ignore or ridicule. The ones you knock off their pedestals, we admire and emulate.
We are so focused on having more and more, we risk being sent away empty.
Forgive us, Mighty God, and look with grace upon us. We would live secure in your love;
we would be the ones of peace for our world, we would seek to do your will,
as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in whose name we pray.
Even now—yes, even in this very moment, God comes to us, bringing hope, bringing forgiveness,
bringing grace as freely offered gifts to us.
May we open our hearts to the God who is with us, and receive the gifts which have been offered to us.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
GATHERING SONG The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW 265)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin
that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
OLD TESTAMENT READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies
around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark
of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with
you.”
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says
the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with
any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have
you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says
the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you;
and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed
no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to
you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever
before me; your throne shall be established forever.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38, 46-55
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,
47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior,
48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.
From this day all generations will | call me blessed:
49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me
and holy | is your name.
50You have mercy on | those who fear you,
from generation to | generation. R
51You have shown strength | with your arm
and scattered the proud in | their conceit,
52casting down the mighty | from their thrones
and lifting | up the lowly.
53You have filled the hungry | with good things
and sent the rich | away empty.
54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel,
to remember the prom- | ise of mercy,
55the promise made | to our forbears,
to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R
46b

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PRAYED FROM HOME BY ZOOM PARTICIPANTS)
God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers
for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our neighbors of other
denominations and faiths (Nearby churches, mosques, temples, and synagogues may be named). Inspire
the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding among us and strengthen us in love and service to our
community. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and protect the seas,
mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us humility as we tend them. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders of all nations,
that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with leadership, to create
societies in which everyone can flourish. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. Nourish those
who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, community organizers, and
food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need of healing in
body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks for the ministry
of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, planned, dreamed, encouraged, and
reached out as they served you. We give thanks for the bold leadership of female leaders in our own
time. Inspire others with their steadfast witness. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
(We give give thanks to God for caring for us and for your gifts to support the church.)
Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
Amen..
THE SHARING OF PEACE

HOLY COMMUNION
At this time you would prepare your own ‘Lord’s Table” with the food and drink you have prepared to be the Body
and Blood of Christ for us

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For this food
is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.)

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Bread of Life from Heaven, (ELW 474, chorus only, repeated)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ. Nourished and forgiven, may we follow our calling to wipe away the tears
of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (ELW 251)

BENEDICTION (inspired by Luke 1:47-55)
Never put your faith in worldly status, and never underestimate your heavenly importance.
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
Let your trust in the coming of Christ soar within you like wings of joy.
Go out into the world and serve one another as God-bearers.
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
Grace, mercy and peace, from God our Creator, through Jesus our Saviour,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit our Nurturer, be with you this day and evermore.
Amen!
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