Worship Plan for Sunday, November 8, 2020
1st Sunday of Advent
34th Sunday of Quarantide
Call to Worship: River of Justice (Adapted from Amos 5:24)
God let your justice and fairness flow like a river that never runs dry.
For those of us who are rich, make us honest and fair just like you, our God.
May we who have such abundance be honest and fair with all your people,
especially the poor.
Let peace and justice rule every mountain and fairness flow as a river that
never runs dry.
God let your justice and fairness flow like a river that never runs dry.
May we your people defend the poor, rescue the homeless, and crush
everyone who hurts them.
May we be as helpful as rain that refreshes the ground, to those who are treated unjustly.
Let the wholeness and fairness of your kingdom live forever like the sun and the moon.
God let your justice and fairness flow like a river that never runs dry.
Because you our God, rescue the homeless and have pity on those who hurt.
May we who are rich stand up for the poor and let peace abound until the moon fades to nothing.
Let God’s kingdom of justice and fairness reach from sea to sea, across all the earth.
God let your justice and fairness flow like a river that never runs dry. Amen.
GATHERING SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. As the season turns towards holidays, as we consider pulling out the Christmas tree and
lights, as we dust off the hymns, unsung for a year, may we also hear the words of your prophets. May
we hear that in your eyes, these efforts are for nothing without the regular, persistent, deep pursuit of
justice for all people. Awaken us to action. Stir us to courage. Rouse us to prepare a way in the
wilderness for your coming, clearing the brush of oppression, racism, injustice, and hopelessness— so
that all may see your light and perceive your coming. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188)

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As
the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But
the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and
buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep
awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24
Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
19
It is darkness, not light;
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
18

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
21
22

PSALM: Psalm 70

Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O LORD, make | haste to help me.
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. R
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the LORD!”
5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, | do not tarry. R
1

SECOND READING: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to all the
people, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors — Terah and his sons
Abraham and Nahor — lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 3Then I took your father
Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring
many. I gave him Isaac; 14Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the
LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land
you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods;
for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God."
19But Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God;
he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods,
then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good." 21And the people
said to Joshua, "No, we will serve the LORD!" 22Then Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses
against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him." And they said, "We are witnesses."
23He said, "Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the
God of Israel." 24The people said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey."
25So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.
16
17

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Lost in the Night (ELW 243)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (PRAYED FROM HOME BY ZOOM PARTICIPANTS)
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church,
the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere and
heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the work of
landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your creation.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in
the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where
we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live and eat
alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place in this world.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired military
personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both
physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us of the
frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your kingdom.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
(We give give thanks to God for caring for us and for your gifts to support the church.)
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. We offer these gifts which you have first given us, signs of
our thankfulness for your blessings.
Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen..
THE SHARING OF PEACE

HOLY COMMUNION
At this time you would prepare your own ‘Lord’s Table” with the food and drink you have prepared to be the Body
and Blood of Christ for us

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 112)
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For this food
is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.)

SONG AFTER COMMUNION Bread of Life from Heaven, (ELW 474, chorus only, repeated)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare,
the body and blood of Christ. Nourished and forgiven, may we follow our calling to wipe away the tears
of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit,
now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION:
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers (ELW 244)
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