Christmas Worship, First Lutheran Church
Prelude: It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Alternate Tune
Sharon Lockett, Cello
Joe Callan, Piano

Christmas Proclamation
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7
John Holloway
But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he brought into
contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious
the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the ﬁre.
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Christmas Meditation

Hymn: It Came Upon The Midnight Clear

Christmas Prayer
New Testament Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6
Carolyn Linér
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also
created the worlds. He is the reﬂection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made puriﬁcation for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs.
For to which of the angels did God ever say, ‘You are my Son; today I have begotten you’?
Or again, ‘I will be his Father, and he will be my Son’?
And again, when he brings the ﬁrstborn into the world, he says, ‘Let all God’s angels worship him.’

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

Christmas Meditation
Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-7
Kylie Contreras
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be taxed.
(And this taxing was ﬁrst made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her ﬁrstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

Away In A Manger

Gospel Reading: Luke 2: 8-20
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the ﬁeld, keeping watch over their ﬂock by
night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall ﬁnd the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one
to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which
the Lord hath made known unto us.”
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning
this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the
shepherds.
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

Solo: I Wonder As I Wander
Noah Reinhuber, Vocalist
Joachim Reinhuber, Piano

Candlelight Hymn: Silent Night

The Prayers

Sending Hymn: Joy To The World

