
Worship Plan for Sunday, May 23, 2021  
Pentecost Sunday  

PENTECOST PRAYER FOR THE BREATH OF GOD 
   
Breath of God, Breath of Life, Breath of Deepest 
Yearning, 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Comforter, Disturber, Interpreter, Enthuser, 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Heavenly Friend, Lamplighter, Revealer of Truth, 
Midwife of Change, 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit is here. 
The Holy One is with us. 
We pray to you, O God of Life. 
You pour out your spirit upon all the world. 

A blessing on this place and all who worship here. 
Christ says, this is my body. 
A blessing on all faithful people, 
and on all who seek to live in faith, to the ends of the 
earth. 
A blessing on this town, 
and all who live in it. 
A blessing on this nation, 
its leaders and people alike. 
A blessing on every race and nation, 
all the sons and daughters, the old and young alike. 
A blessing on those who laugh, and those who weep, 
on those at peace, and those at war, 
on those who have died, and those who will live to see tomorrow; 
a blessing on every creature, great and small, 
every mountain and river, 
every rock and every clump of soil. 

A blessing on the whole wide world. 
Christ says, this is my body, this is my blood. 
Breath of God, Breath of Life, Breath of Deepest Yearning, 
You pour out your spirit upon all the world. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song (ELW 403) 

GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
This song, part of our sung liturgy which we have not used during online worship, celebrates Christ’s 
resurrection with images from Revelation 5:12-13.  



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you sent upon the disciples the promised gift of the Holy 
Spirit, look upon your Church and open our hearts to the power of the Spirit. Kindle in us the fire of 
your love, and strengthen our lives for service in your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and 
they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD.” 
  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  
  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 
then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

PSALM: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 24How manifold are your | works, O LORD!  
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures.  
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26There go the ships | to and fro,  
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it.  
 27All of them | look to you  
  to give them their food | in due season. R  
 28You give it to them; they | gather it;  
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things.  



 
 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified;  
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created;  
  and so you renew the face | of the earth.  
 31May the glory of the LORD en- | dure forever;  
  O LORD, rejoice in | all your works. R  
 32You look at the earth | and it trembles;  
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke.  
 33I will sing to the LORD as long | as I live;  
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34May these words of | mine please God.  
  I will rejoice | in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah! R 

SECOND READING: Acts 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were 
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability.  
  5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is 
it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 
  14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you 
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet 
Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares,  that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,  
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,  
  and your old men shall dream dreams.  
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit;  
   and they shall prophesy.  
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,  
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,  
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:68 

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of 
the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers 
in him were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  

HYMN OF THE DAY God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind (ELW 400) 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 
to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many and varied gifts. In the 
church throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning and dreaming, that it may discover anew the 
Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of your creatures, living 
things both great and small. Open your hand and give them the necessities of this life. Send your fresh 
Spirit over the face of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind, people speaking different languages proclaimed 
and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the leaders of nations with your Holy Spirit, so that they 
exercise your gracious will in the lives of people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our hearts. Hear those who 
cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need this day (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of love, fill this congregation (name) with gratitude for the gifts we have received from you. Renew 
our ministries, heal our divisions, and open us to the needs of our neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give you thanks for the 
many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your saints (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the gifts 
we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



HOLY COMMUNION 

At this time you would prepare your own ‘Lord’s Table” with the food and drink you have prepared to be the Body 
and Blood of Christ for us  

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE  

PREFACE PRAYER  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
This hymn is a vision of heaven, sung by the cherubim around the throne of God. It appears in Isaiah 6 and in 
Revelation 4. The final line “Blessed is he…” comes from Psalm 118:26 and is shouted by the crowds on Palm 
Sunday.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For this food 
is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If 
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and 
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG: LAMB OF GOD 
This hymn comes from John the Baptist’s words when he proclaims Jesus as the Messiah in John 1:29 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 
life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

PENTECOST BLESSING  
As you enter a new week, may you experience God’s presence.  
May you feel God pouring out the Holy Spirit over your heads and your thoughts and the words of your lips, over 
your hearts and your feelings and emotions and your compassion for all others, and over your hands and your feet 
as you put into action all that God commands you.  

During this week, may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with each of you;  
Amen. 



SENDING SONG Spirit of Gentleness (ELW 396) 
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