
Worship Plan for Sunday, August 15, 2021, 12th Sunday After Pentecost  

Call to Worship (inspired by John 6:35) 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O God: 
We hunger for the bread of Jesus, the bread of life, and we thirst for you, O God.  
O God, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! 
We hunger for the bread of Jesus, the bread of life, and we thirst for you, O God.  
There is forgiveness with you and I wait for you, O God. My soul waits for You. 
We hunger for the bread of Jesus, the bread of life, and we thirst for you, O God.  
In your words I hope. My soul waits for you, God, more than those who watch for the morning, 
more than those who watch for the morning: 
We hunger for the bread of Jesus, the bread of life, and we thirst for you, O God.  

GATHERING SONG He Comes to Us as One Unknown (ELW 737) 
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KYRIE (ELW p. 184) 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. Some settings of the kyrie 
are more penitential in nature but this one is an upbeat celebration of God’s grace.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us with such a 
knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life to serve you 
continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Proverbs 9:1-6 
 1Wisdom has built her house,  
  she has hewn her seven pillars.  
 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine,  
  she has also set her table.  
 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls  
  from the highest places in the town,  
 4“You that are simple, turn in here!”  
  To those without sense she says,  
 5“Come, eat of my bread  
  and drink of the wine I have mixed.  
 6Lay aside immaturity, and live,  
  and walk in the way of insight.” 

PSALM: Psalm 34:9-14 

 9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD, 
  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing.  
 10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger, 
  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good. R  
 11Come, children, and lis- | ten to me;  
  I will teach you reverence | for the LORD. 
 12Who among you takes plea- | sure in life 
  and desires long life to en- | joy prosperity? 
 13Keep your | tongue from evil  
  and your lips from | lying words.  
 14Turn from evil | and do good; 
  seek peace | and pursue it. R 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:15-20 
15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the time, because 
the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks 
to God the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:68 

GOSPEL: John 6:56-69 
The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 
bread will live forever." 59He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.  
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?" 61But 
Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, "Does this offend you? 
62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63It is the spirit that 
gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you 
there are some who do not believe." For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not 
believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, "For this reason I have told you that 
no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father."  
66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus asked 
the twelve, "Do you also wish to go away?" 68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom can we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of 
God."  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY O Jesus, I Have Promised (ELW 810) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, and seminary 
professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper understanding. Teach us to ask 
faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps. Increase our 
awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the ecological challenges we face. 
Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges and renew their 
determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of reconciliation. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or mired in 
addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to help all who are grieving 
and all those who suffer (especially). God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this assembly. Bless 
the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors, and others that enrich our 
worship and daily life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through which we abide 
in your love, and on the last day raise us with (Mary, mother of Jesus, name/s, and) all the saints to 
eternal life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER  

HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us  

PREFACE  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For 
this food is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this 
meal. If you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, 
given for you” and “Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the 
pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG: Now the Silence (ELW 460) 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 

Filled to the brim with the goodness of God; the nourishment of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, go now in peace to serve God in all that you think, do and say. 
God’s peace will always be with you. AMEN. 

SENDING SONG May the God of Hope Go with Us: Dios de la esperanza (ACS 984) 




