
Worship Plan for Sunday, August 15, 2021, 12th Sunday After Pentecost  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94) 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of 
sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

GATHERING SONG Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858) 



KYRIE (ELW p. 184) 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. Some settings of the kyrie 
are more penitential in nature but this one is an upbeat celebration of God’s grace.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve us in 
your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the 
judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua said to all the 
people, 14“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are 
unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors 
served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as 
for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
  16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 
17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we 
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 

PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22 

 15The eyes of the LORD are up- | on the righteous,  
  and God’s ears are open | to their cry.  
 16The face of the LORD is against those | who do evil, 
  to erase the remembrance of them | from the earth.  
 17The righteous cry, and | the LORD hears them 
  and delivers them from | all their troubles.  
 18The LORD is near to the | brokenhearted  
  and saves those whose spir- | its are crushed. R  
 19Many are the troubles | of the righteous,  
  but the LORD delivers them from | every one.  
 20God will keep safe | all their bones;  
  not one of them | shall be broken. 
 21Evil will bring death | to the wicked  
  and those who hate the righteous | will be punished.  
 22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants,  
  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. R 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 6:10-20 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and 
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so 



that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand 
therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As 
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil 
one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  
  18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 
persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be 
given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:68 

GOSPEL: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, 2they 
noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the 
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the 
elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it and there are also many other traditions 
that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
"Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?" 6He said to 
them, "Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,  
 'This people honors me with their lips,  but their hearts are far from me;  7in vain do they worship me,  
 teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition."  
14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, "Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is nothing 
outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile."  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of courage, bless all leaders of your church. Make them ready to proclaim the gospel of peace and 
strengthen them to preach your loving word. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of creation, bless fields and orchards. Protect the land from drought and bring life-giving rain to 
support growth. Instruct your people in wise treatment of the world you have provided for all your 
creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of community, bless all who seek justice between nations and peoples. Give guidance to bridge-
builders, heal divisions, and inspire cooperation in times of crisis, disaster, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of compassion, bless all who are in any need. Accompany all who are lonely and feeling abandoned 
and remind them of your abiding presence. Accompany all who are persecuted and exploited and open 
us to their cries. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
God of change, bless our transitions. Guide all who are embarking on new stages in life such as a new 
job, new school, or new community (especially). Sustain enduring friendships and kindle new 
relationships and interests. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 



God of comfort, bless all who mourn the deaths of their beloved ones. We give you thanks for the saints 
who have gone before us (especially). Renew our confidence in your promise of resurrection and life in 
the world to come. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER  

HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us  

PREFACE  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Friends of Jesus, know that Christ is with you at your table. Receive nourishment for your journey. For 
this food is for us the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this 
meal. If you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, 
given for you” and “Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the 
pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG: Now the Silence (ELW 460) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we pray. 
Amen. 



BLESSING 

Filled to the brim with the goodness of God; the nourishment of Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, go now in peace to serve God in all that you think, do and say. 
God’s peace will always be with you. AMEN. 

SENDING SONG All Creatures, Worship God Most High! (ELW 835) 
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