
Worship Plan for Sunday, October 31, 2021, Reformation Day  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

GATHERING SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (isometric) (ELW 504) 



KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour 
out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
[Moses said to the people,] 1Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the LORD your 
God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, 2so that you and 
your children and your children’s children may fear the LORD your God all the days of your life, and keep all his 
decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. 3Hear therefore, 
O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a 
land flowing with milk and honey, as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.  
  4Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. 5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. 
7Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 
down and when you rise. 8Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 9and write 
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

PSALM: Psalm 46 

 1God is our ref- | uge and strength,  
  a very present | help in trouble.  
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,  
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;  
 3though its waters | rage and foam,  
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.  
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High.  
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day.  
 6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R  
 7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.  
 8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;  
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;  
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.  
 10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”  
 11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. R 



SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:11-14 
11When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation), 12he entered once for all into the Holy 
Place, not with the blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 
13For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who 
have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 14how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to 
worship the living God! 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:6 

GOSPEL: Mark 12:28-34 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
28One of the scribes came near and heard [Jesus and the Sadducees] disputing with one another, and 
seeing that [Jesus] answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 29Jesus 
answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 31The 
second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than 
these.” 32Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and 
besides him there is no other’; 33and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and 
with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more important than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY Thy Strong Word (ELW 511) 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM OF LUKAS BAUERKEMPER 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Lukas, one with us in the body of Christ, 
who are making public affirmation of his baptism. 
Lukas is presented by his parents: 

I present Lukas Timothy Bauerkemper , who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism. 
The presiding minister may continue with prayer. 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for Lukas, whom you have made your own by water and the Word in 
baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished 
him in the community of faith. Uphold your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the 
hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 235) 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against 
God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
Response:  
I renounce them. 

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 
to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (ELW p. 236) 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

The confirmand responds: 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 



The minister addresses the assembly. 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their life in 
Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 
from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands on the head of the 
person and say: 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, Stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
OR 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her/his faith, 
guide her/his life, empower her/him in her/his serving, give her/him patience in suffering, and bring her/
him to everlasting life. 
Amen. 
Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the congregation 
addresses the assembly. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
A hymn, song, or psalm may be sung, and may be accompanied by a reminder of baptism. 



CONFIRMATION HYMN Borning Cry (ELW 732) 

HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us  

PREFACE  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
All who hunger and thirst, know that Christ is with you at your table. All is ready, for this food is for us the Body 
and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If 
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and 
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

SENDING SONG Lift High the Cross (ELW 660) 
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