
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 12, 2021: Advent 3 

Advent Gathering Litany: The Joy of Home  
Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18 
Reader One: It’s a reunion, every time we go home, every time 
we embrace those we love, no matter how long it has been. It 
feels like sunrise, like the clouds are parting and the rain has 
ended. It is joy, nothing less than pure joy to grab hold of those 
who are home for us, who make home for us. Whether we wake 
up to them every day, or travel many miles to see them again, it 
is joy to go home. 
Reader Two: The prophet Zephaniah tells us to rejoice at the 
thought of going home. The prophet tells us to imagine being set 
free, being unburdened, being released to live, to fully live in the grace and wonder of life itself, 
surrounded by those who love us like no one else. And then to live like that was our truth even now, 
even here. It is joy to go home. 
Reader One: John the Baptist reminds us, however, that it takes choices to live in this joy. It doesn’t just 
happen; we choose to make life a joy by how we love others, by how we serve and give and care for 
others, by how we do the job we do and how we impact the world around us. We build joy as we build a 
home in this world and the next. 
Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope, and of peace, and of joy, as a sign that we are 
on our way home, and we walk with a skip in our step because we can see the destination, and it is pure 
joy. It is time to go home. 

GATHERING SONG On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249) 



KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the preaching of John, that, 
rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  
 15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies.  
 The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.  
 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  
 Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  
 17The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;  
 he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;  
 he will exult over you with loud singing 18as on a day of festival.  
 I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.  
 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.  
 And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,  
 and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  
 20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you;  
 for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,  
 when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD. 

PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-6 

 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be afraid,  
  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has become | my salvation.  
 3With joy you | will draw water 
  from the wells | of salvation. R  
 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, call | on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; proclaim that this name | is exalted.  
 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously;  
  let this be known in | all the earth.  
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion,  
  for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel. R 



SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he urges his friends in 
Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with the hope that they will experience God’s 
joy and peace. 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The 
Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-18 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

(The proclamation of John the Baptist is not printed today due to its length)  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY People, Look East (ELW 248) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace to 
congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call 
committees. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we are 
inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own day 
who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you and 
are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the ministry of 
church musicians (especially). With instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace (especially). By the 
power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of 
our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,   

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

PREFACE  



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Wherever we watch and wait, Christ is here, this meal that we share is the Body and Blood of Christ, 
given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If 
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and 
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

SENDING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264) 
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