
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 19, 2021: Advent 4 

THE BLESSING OF HOME 
Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:39-45 
Reader One: Sometimes when we are trying something new, or 
when we are facing a difficult decision, or when we just feel 
uncertain about life, we need a blessing. We don’t always think of it 
that way, or word it like that. We say we need advice, or support, or 
companions. What we seek is a blessing. 
Reader Two: For many of us, we go home; we ask mom; we talk to 
dad, or brothers and sisters, those who know us best. Somehow, we 
know that being there, being home, will make things better. But for 
some, those people are long gone, or those relationships have ended. 
We long for someone to give us a blessing. 
Reader One: Mary was faced with an incomprehensible burden. So 
she ran to Cousin Elizabeth’s house, looking for someone who knew 
a little of what she was going through, looking for a place to be held 
and to be known and loved. And she received a blessing. The prophet 
Micah spoke of a blessing coming to an unassuming town, where by God’s grace would come the means 
through which God would bless the whole world. Bethlehem, the little town of blessing. We seek a blessing. 
Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope, of peace, of joy and of today, love, as a sign that we 
know blessing and we know waiting for blessing to be felt and lived. We light these candles as a sign that we 
still seek a blessing. It’s time to go home. 

GATHERING SONG No Wind at the Window (ACS 906) 



KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 
that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Micah 5:2-5a 
 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,  
 from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,  
 whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.  
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;  
 then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, 
  in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 

PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7 

 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock;  
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim.  
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. R  
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.  
 4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears;  
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.  
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 10:5-10 
5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,  
 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;  
 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  
 7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’  
  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).”  



8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt 
offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come 
to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

GOSPEL: Luke 1: 26-55 
(Our Gospel today is not printed because of its presentation format) 

SERMON  

HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)  
(ON NEXT PAGE FOR SPACING AND SAVING PAPER)  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, renew your church and raise up leaders who announce your good news. Grant peace to 
congregations and seminarians in the midst of transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call 
committees. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Creating God, your Spirit brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Breathe life into us, that we are 
inspired to live in harmony with one another and the planet. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own day 
who warn against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in generosity. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle us in your arms, that we trust you and 
are not afraid. Attend to any who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song of this assembly and bless the ministry of 
church musicians (especially). With instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all creation. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give you thanks for your servants who showed us your goodness and grace (especially). By the 
power of your Spirit, keep us steadfast in faith until we make our home with you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of 
our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 



Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 



HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,   

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

PREFACE  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Wherever we watch and wait, Christ is here, this meal that we share is the Body and Blood of Christ, 
given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If 
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and 
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 



SENDING SONG The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (ELW 265) 
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