
Worship Plan for Sunday, December 5, 2021: Advent 2 

Advent Gathering Litany: The Uncertain Promises of 
Home  
THE UNCERTAIN PROMISES OF HOME 
Genesis 15: 1-8 & Luke 1: 5-25  
Reader One: For many of us, the call to head home is one of 
joy and of hope. We can’t wait to reconnect with family, with 
history and tradition, with a wonderful time of freedom and 
loving support. We can’t wait to go home. 
Reader Two: Yet there are those who fear going home.  
For some, home brings back memories that are not so good, not so healing. We are reminded of when 
we didn’t fit in, when we didn’t measure up, when we weren’t loved like we needed to be loved. Others 
have been away so long they don’t imagine that they would be welcomed or loved. We all question 
whether there is a place of welcome or purpose for us. 
Reader One: When Abraham is told that God has a future of hope, he cannot imagine it. There are so 
many reasons to say it cannot be true. Zechariah also has found a life that is different than he imagined, 
but that has been good enough. When he hears that the child he had long given up on will come, he too 
cannot believe it. He is left unable to speak, to watch in silence as God’s word becomes real and true at 
last.  
Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope and the candle of peace, as a sign of our 
assurance that though the road is hard, we believe it is worth the journey. It is time to go home. 

GATHERING SONG Now the Heavens Start to Whisper (ACS 901) 



KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.  

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the people 
of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Genesis 15: 1-8 
1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you give me, 
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3And Abram said, "You have 
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." 4But the word of the LORD 
came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir." 5He 
brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." 
Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD 
reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
7Then he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land 
to possess." 8But he said, "O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?"  

PSALM: Luke 1:68-79 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,  
  you have come to your people and | set them free.  
 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David. R  
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from our enemies,  
  71from the hands of | all who hate us,  
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham:  
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,  
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R  
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,  
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,  
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation  
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us,  
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R 



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for 
all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, 
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It 
is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share 
in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my 
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced 
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL: Luke 1: 5-25 , 57-66 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

(The story of Zechariah and Elizabeth is not printed today due to its length)  

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON  



HYMN OF THE DAY Each Winter As the Year Grows Older (ELW 252) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that yearn for God’s 
presence. 

A brief silence. 

You send messengers into the world to proclaim the day of your coming. Make our bishops, pastors, 
deacons, and lay preachers confident in their preaching, that their words and our lives witness to your 
grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send your Spirit to all living creatures that are endangered. Provide them with shelter and care, and 
bring us into right relationship with the earth that you create and call good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send leaders to our nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of those who have lost 
parents, spouses, and loved ones; immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all who are 
oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our ministries and our lives to reach out with 
compassion to those who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill (especially). Grant them healing and 
wholeness. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are poorly received. Embolden those who ask 
hard questions and challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a passion for pointing to 
Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We remember your saints, both those publicly celebrated and those more humbly remembered. 
Confident that your work will be completed, we live in faith until the day of your coming. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these prayers and those of 
our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION 
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,   

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

PREFACE  



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Wherever we watch and wait, Christ is here, this meal that we share is the Body and Blood of Christ, 
given and shed for you.  
(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If 
you are with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and 
“Blood of Christ, shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.) 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

BLESSING 
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. Amen. 

SENDING SONG Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256) 
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