Worship Plan for March 6, 2022: First Sunday of Lent

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness,
walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage. Amen.

Holy One,

we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved.
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love.

In + Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326)
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1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo - ple make,
2 Bless so- journ-ers and pil - grimswho share this wind-ing  way;
3 Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the  path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
your hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.
We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail is found in des - ert and winds the moun-tain round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet us all a - round.
0 | . . .
o —— — ]
& —F s It ot
J | f ‘ T Tt
then leads be-side still wa - ters, the road where faith is  found.
to - geth-er we are seek - ing the road where faith is  found.
Our CcoV - € - nant is writ - ten on roads, as faith is  found.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Liturgy reprinted under Augsburg Fortress SAS026422
Hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-740219. All rights reserved.



http://sundaysandseasons.com

KYRIE

The words “kyrie eleison” are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Chris -te e - lei - son. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Ky - ri-e e - lei - son. Lord, have mer - cy.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide us now,
so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone
can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 26:1-11
The reading may be announced.

A reading from Deuteronomy.

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This festival
celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers
announce God s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.

'When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and settle in it, >you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from
the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD
your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. *You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say
to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our
ancestors to give us.” *When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the
LORD your God, syou shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean was my
ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great
nation, mighty and populous. ‘When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor
on us, "we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our
toil, and our oppression. *The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a
terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; “and he brought us into this place and gave us this
land, a land flowing with milk and honey. ''So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD,
have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your God.
'"Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house.



PSALM: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
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"You who dwell in the shelter of | the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of | the Almighty—

’you will say to the LORD, “My refuge | and my stronghold,

my God in whom I | put my trust.” R
’Because you have made the | LORD your refuge,

and the Most High your | habitation,
ono evil | will befall you,

nor shall affliction come | near your dwelling.
'IFor God will give the angels charge | over you,

to guard you in | all your ways.
2Upon their hands they will | bear you up,

lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. R
13You will tread upon the lion | cub and viper;

you will trample down the lion | and the serpent.
41 will deliver those who | cling to me;

I will uphold them, because they | know my name.

sThey will call me, and I will | answer them;

I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and | honor them.

*With long life will I | satisfy them,
and show them | my salvation. R

SECOND READING: Romans 10:8b-13
$“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); *because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. "For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. !'The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” °For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. *For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

LENTEN GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Noth-ing in all cre - a - tion can sep-a-rate us from the love of God.



GOSPEL: Luke 4:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, >*where for forty days
he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The
devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” “Jesus answered him, “It is
written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.””

sThen the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. sAnd the devil said to him, “To
you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. "If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” ¢Jesus answered him, “It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.””

’Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son
of God, throw yourself down from here, 'ofor it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’
and

‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.””
12Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” 3When the devil had finished every test, he
departed from him until an opportune time.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY As Your Spirit in the Desert (ACS 923)
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1 As your Spir - it in the des - ert led the Christ to
2 As your fire and cloud - y pil - lar Is - rael’s tribes to
3 Though wild beasts may lurk in shad - ow, and dire thirst may
4 Through the nar - row gate now draw us, past all em - pire’s
5 God of des - ert, God of prom-ise, you have bid us
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dust and stone, so in - still our hearts with cour - age now to
Ca - naan led, may your pres-ence be our com - fort, may your
sear and sting, you have prom-ised liv - ing wa - ters wait - ing
pull and strife, where be -yond our fear and cling - ing stands the
jour-ney on throughthe days of dust and dark-ness to the
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cross where Christ has gone. Let us cross in - to the
man - na be our bread. Let us cross in - to the
for us at the spring. Let us cross out of the
thresh - old of new life. Let us cross out of the
ris - ing of the dawn. Let us cross out of the
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wil - der - ness so to walk where Christ has  gone.
wil - der - ness with God’s man - na as our bread.
wil - der - ness to the wa - ters of the  spring.
wil - der - ness to the thresh - old of new life.
wil - der - ness to the ris - ing of the  dawn.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: ROSEVILLE, Michael D. Costello, b. 1979
Text © 2012 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 2015 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your people learn to reject voices of
deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all plant and animal species that call
them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers who work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government officials to the needs of those
who are oppressed and grant them compassion to deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside
among us. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or contending with addiction. Ease the
anxiety of those who live with dementia. Command your angels concerning all who are sick (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Bless those who bake bread and prepare the table for our communion celebration.
Accompany those who share the bounty of this meal with those who are homebound or hospitalized. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for those who have died (especially). Gather them with all the saints into your heavenly
dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call upon your name are saved. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



HOLY COMMUNION
You are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled, for this is the Body and Blood of Christ, given and
shed for you.

(At this time you are invited to receive communion, having heard the words of Christ’s promise in this meal. If you are
with someone else you can commune one another with the words “Body of Christ, given for you” and “Blood of Christ,
shed for you”. If you are alone, you have heard them from the pastor.)



COMMUNION SONG:
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on Uus. Lamb of God, you take a-way the  sin of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of life.
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. Amen.

BLESSING
You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for the journey.

Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, + bless you this day and always. Amen.
SENDING SONG I Want Jesus to Walk with Me (ELW 325)
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1 I  want Je - sus to  walk with me;
2 In my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
3 WhenI’'m in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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I want Je - sus to walk with me;
in my tri - als, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trou - ble, Lord, walk with me;
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all a - long my pil - grim  jour - ney,
when my heart s al - most break - ing,
when my head is bowed in sor - TOW,
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Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.
Lord, I want Je - sus to walk with me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual



