MAY 29, 2022: ASCENSION SUNDAY

PRAYER OF CONFESSION FOR ASCENSION (inspired by Acts 1:9-11)
Almighty God, we confess that we have our eyes set in the clouds instead of on the earth You have given us.
We desire heavenly treasure but we keep believing that worldly means will help us attain it.

Forgive us for our short sightedness. Draw us away from the temptations to seek worldly power and measures of
success, and call us to the down-to-earth message of Your love, to care for the needs of those around us, especially
the oppressed and marginalized.

You have called us through scripture to care for the widows and orphans among us; help us to see all those who are
left out by society and are in need. Help us to break down the dividing walls that we have placed, so that we may
truly be one, as You and Christ are one. For it is in Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

We were made by God, brought forth from the earth, the earth that was called good when God created it.

Your very being is good. You are blessed, earth-born, and called forth to care for the earth and all who dwell in it.
Go, know that you are forgiven and loved by the God who made the earth, and made you, and share the Good News.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG Alleluia! Sing to Jesus (ELW 392)
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1 Al-le - lu - ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - fter,
2 Al-1le - lu - ial Not as or - phans are we left in
3 Al-1le - lu - ia! Bread of heav - en, here on earth  our
4 Al-1le - lu - ia! King e - ter - nal, Loord om - nip - o -
5 Al-le - lu - 1ia! Sing to Je - sus; his the scep - ter,
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his the throne; Al -le - lu - 1ia! his the  tri - umph, his the

SOr - r'OW NOwW; Al -le - Iu - 1ia! he is near us; faith be -
food, our stay; Al -le - lu - 1ia! here the sin - ful flee to
tent we own; Al -le - lu - ial born of Mar -y, earth your
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vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
lieves, nor ques - tions how. Though the cloud from sight re -
you from day to  day. In - ter - ces - sor, friend of
foot - stool,  heav’n your throne. As  with - in the veil you
vic - to - 1y a - lone. Hark! The songs of peace - ful
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Zi - on thun-der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus
ceived him when the for - ty days were o’er, shall  our
sin - ners, earth’s re - deem - er, hear our plea where the
en - tered, robed in flesh, our great high priest, here on
Zi - on thun-der like a might - y  flood: “Je - sus

out of ev - ’ry mna - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”
hearts for - get his prom - ise: “I am with you ev - er - more”?
songs of all the sin - less sweep a - cross the crys-tal sea.

earth both priest and vic - tim in the eu - cha-ris - tic feast.
out of ev - ’ry na - tion has re - deemed us by his blood.”

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887



CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)

Refrain
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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04 .

A e S — —— . ?
GRESSS s ———————
mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-err A - men.

0. Final refrain . . —~ . .
D" AN ITRP= Py | | | I | ! ! I | !
R e et
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - Iu - ia
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all
things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11
[Luke writes:] 'In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
“until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. *After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. “While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what
you have heard from me; sfor John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”

sSo when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom
to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ‘But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” "When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. "While he was going and they were gazing
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. '"They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

PSALM: Psalm 93
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- I not be moved.

’Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established;
you are from | everlasting. R

’The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves.

“‘Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high.

sYour testimonies are | very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

5] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason '“I do not cease to give
thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. '7I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 'sso that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, '’and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 2'far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, *which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sung before and after Gospel is read)
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be
fulfilled.”*Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, ‘and he said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, +and that repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “*You are witnesses of these
things. “*And see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power from on high.”

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. s'While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. >And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; s:and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY A4 Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! (ELW 393)
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1 A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
2 The ho -1ly ap - os-tol -ic band up - on the Mount of Ol - ives
3 To whom the shin-ing an-gels cry, “Why stand and gaze up-on the
4 “You see him now, as-cend-ing high wup to the por-tals of the
5 0 ris - en Christ, as-cend-ed Lord, all praise to you let earth ac-
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sky?” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “This is the Sav-ior!” thus they
sky” Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le - lu - ia! “Here - af - ter Je - sus you shall
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see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, “this is his glo-rious tri - umph day"’ Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty.”
run, with  Fa-ther and with Spir - it one.
0 4 . .
i I e s T .
| | S | | S _rlH /-JI' {
N ——1] —— = -
Iu - ia! Al-le - Iu - ia, al-le - lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition will end with the words “God, in your mercy, ,” and the assembly responds with “hear our
prayer.”

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING PRAYER
GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE AND PREFACE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is  right to give our thanks and praise.
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. For this is for us the Body
and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.

COMMUNION SONG
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Beautiful Savior
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1 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,

2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,

3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,

4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!

robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;

bright the spar - kling stars on high;

Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tu - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus s pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,

01 |

" J— I — f - . | 1|

ey o2 7 —— " — ! ] i

A 4 et L a— —& z o i

light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water
to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
F bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ELW 579)
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1 Lord, you give the great com - mis-sion: “Heal the sick and

2 Lord, you call us to your ser-vice:  “In my name bap -

3 Lord, you make the com - mon ho-ly: “This my bod - vy,

4 Lord, you show us love’s true  mea-sure: “Fa - ther, what they

5 Lord, you bless with words as - sur-ing: “1 am  with  you
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preach the  word” Lest the church ne - glect its mis - sion,
tize and teach” That the world may  trust your prom-ise,
this my  blood.” Let us all, for earth’s true glo - ry,

do, for - give” Yet we hoard as pri - vate trea-sure
to the  end” Faith and hope and love re - stor - ing,
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and the gos - pel go un - heard, help us  wit - ness
life a - bun - dant meant for each, give us all new
dai - ly lift life  heav - en - ward, ask - ing that the
all that you SO free - ly give. May  your care and
may we  serve as you in - tend and, a - mid the
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to your  pur-pose  with re - newed in - teg - i - ty:

fer - vor, draw us clos - er in com-mu - ni - ty:

world a - round us share your chil - dren’s lib - er - ty:

mer - cy lead us to a just so - ¢ - e - ty:

cares that claim us, hold in mind e - ter - ni - ty:
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With the Spir-it’'s  gifts em-pow’r us for the work of min -is - try.

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Music: ABBOT'S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991

Text © 1978 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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