
Advent 3: December 11, 2022 

Raise Up! - Your Head, for Joy is near


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS


Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.


God of new beginnings,

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths.

We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation.

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

Amen.


GATHERING SONG No Wind at the Window (ACS 906)




KYRIE (ELW p. 203)

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. 


CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204)


PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by 
grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.




WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.


 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”


 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 
 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.


 8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.


PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10


 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
  whose hope is in the | LORD their God; 
 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
  who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
  The LORD sets the | captive free. 
 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
  the LORD| loves the righteous. R 
 9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 
  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
 10The LORD shall | reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R


Lighting Of The Advent Wreath 

We light the first candle, reminding us of God’s promise of peace on earth, and the second, reminding us that we are to 
dispel the forces of sickness, poverty, injustice, and suffering all around us.


This third Sunday of Advent, are reminded of the joy at the promise of God’s justice coming in the Christ Child. 


O God, you bring us a promise of joy that breaks the fear and uncertainty in the world around us. Teach us to 
find moments of your joy in the midst of struggle and fear. Help us point to this joy for others who cannot see 
the hope that we know in Christ.  Amen. 




SECOND READING: James 5:7-10

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being 
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is 
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord.


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-33, 46-55

Our gospel today begins with a singer sharing the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, and then the 
congregation sings her song of joy and hope that she shares with her cousin Elizabeth. 




SERMON 


HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)




CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends with “God, in your mercy,” and the congregational response is “Hear our prayer.”


PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.


Anthem: “The Angel Gabriel” by Bob Chilcott 


MEAL

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach 
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE




PREFACE 


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 


WORDS OF INSTITUTION


LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 


COMMUNION SONG 
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SONG AFTER COMMUNION All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra (ELW 266)


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION, BLESSING


SENDING SONG Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256)


