Advent 3: December 11, 2022
Raise Up! - Your Head, for Joy is near

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of new beginnings,

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.

We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation.

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG No Wind at the Window (ACS 906)

N E— e
G———— e e o s e S
1 No wind at the win - dow, no knock on the door;
2 “O Mar -y, O Mar - y, don’t hide from my face.
3 This child must be born that the king - dom might come:
4 No pay-ment was  prom-ised, no prom - is - es made;
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no light from the lamp-stand, no foot on the floor;
Be glad that you’re fa - vored and filled with God’s grace.
sal - va-tion for man -y, de - struc-tion for some;
no wed-ding was dat - ed, no blue - print dis - played.
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no dream born of tired - ness, no ghost raised by fear:
The time for re - deem-ing the world has be - gun,
both end and be - gin - ning, both mes - sage and sign;
Yet Mar - y, con - sent - ing to what none could guess,
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just an an - gel and a wom-an and a voice in her ear.
and. .. you are re - quest-ed to . . .moth - er God’s Son.”
both .. vic - tor and . . vic - tim, both . . yours and di - vine.
re -  plied with con - vic - tion, “Tell . . God I say yes.”

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: COLUMCILLE, Irish melody
Text © 1992 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



KYRIE (ELW p. 203)
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.
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Ky -re - e e - le-i- son, Ky-ri - e e - le-i-son.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204)
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Glo - ry to God in the high - est.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by
grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10
IThe wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.
4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert;

7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.
10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

PSALM: Psalm 146:5-10
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

sHappy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
swho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
'who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
$The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are bowed down;
the LORD! loves the righteous. R
9The LORD cares | for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked.
10The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R

Lighting Of The Advent Wreath
We light the first candle, reminding us of God’s promise of peace on earth, and the second, reminding us that we are to
dispel the forces of sickness, poverty, injustice, and suffering all around us.

This third Sunday of Advent, are reminded of the joy at the promise of God’s justice coming in the Christ Child.

O God, you bring us a promise of joy that breaks the fear and uncertainty in the world around us. Teach us to
find moments of your joy in the midst of struggle and fear. Help us point to this joy for others who cannot see
the hope that we know in Christ. Amen.



SECOND READING: James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent.

"Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is
standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Pre-pare our hearts, our minds, our souls
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To hear your word, to know your truth, Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-33, 46-55
Our gospel today begins with a singer sharing the Angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary, and then the
congregation sings her song of joy and hope that she shares with her cousin Elizabeth.
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1,3.M soul pro-claims your great-ness, O  God, and my

2. You have cast the might -y down from their thrones, and up -
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spir - it re-joic-es in you. You have looked with love on your
lift - ed the hum-ble of heart. You have filled the hun-gry with
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ser - vant here, and blessed me all my life through.
won - drous things, and left  the wealth-y no  part.
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Great and might -y are  you, O Ho -ly One,
Great and might -y are  you, O Faith-ful One,
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strong is your kind-ness ev - er-more. How you fa - vor the
strong is your jus - tice, strong your love, as you prom-ised to
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weak  and low-ly one, hum -bling the proud of heart!
Sar-ah and A-bra-ham, kind - ness for - ev - er - more.

Text and Music: Marty Haugen, © 1990,2016 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723)
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1 My soul cries out with a joy - ful shout that the
2 Though I am small, my... God, my all, you . . .
3 From the halls of pow’r to the for - tress tow’r, not a
4 Though the na - tions rage from .. age to age, we Te -
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God of my heart is  great, and my spir - it sings of the
work great. . things in me, and your mer - cy will last from the
stone will be left on stone. Let the king be - ware for your
mem - ber who holds us fast: God’s mer - cy must de -
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won - drous things that you bring to the ones who  wait.
depths of the past to the end of the age to be.
jus - tice tears ev - 1y ty - rant . .. from his throne.
liv - er us from the con - quer-or’s crush - ing  grasp.
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You fixed  your sight on your ser - vant’s plight, and my
Your ver -y name puts the proud to shame, and to
The hun - gry poor shall .. weep no  more, for the
This sav - ing  word that our fore - bears heard is the
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weak-ness you did not  spurn, so from east to west shall my
those who would for you yearn, you will show your might, put the
food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles spread, ev-'ry
prom - ise which holds us  bound, till the spear and rod can be
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name  be blest. Could the world be a - bout to turn?
strong  to flight, for the world is a - bout to turn.
mouth be fed, for the world is a - bout to turn.
crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to  turn.

Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat

Music: STAR OF COUNTY DOWN, Irish traditional

Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with “God, in your mercy,” and the congregational response is “Hear our prayer.”

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Anthem: “The Angel Gabriel” by Bob Chilcott

MEAL
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE

Leader Congregation
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The Lord be__ with you. And al - so__ with you.
Leader L Congregation
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Lift up_  your hearts.__ we__ lift them to__ the Lord.
Leader Congregation
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Let us__ give thanks to__ the Lord, to the Lord our God.
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PREFACE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho-ly Lord, God of powr and  might,
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heav'n and earth are full of your glo - ry Lord.
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Blessed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord Ho - san-na in the high - est.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.

COMMUNION SONG
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O Lamb of God you take a - way the sin of the world.
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O Lamb of God you take a - way the sin  of the world.
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O Lamb of God you take a-way the sin_ of the world.
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Have mer cy on us O Lord. Grant us peace. Grant us peace O Lord.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-740219. All rights reserved

Advent Wreath Rite Copyright © 2022 by the General Board of Discipleship, and it is used with
permission of The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, P. O. Box 340003, Nashville TN
37203; telephone (615) 340-7070.



SONG AFTER COMMUNION All Earth Is Hopeful: Toda la tierra (ELW 266)
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To - da la tie - rra es - pe-raal Sal - va - dor
1 Al earth is hope - ful, the Sav - ior comes at last!
2 Peo - ple of Is - rael, you  heard the proph-et tell:
3 Moun- tains and val - leys will have to be pre- pared;
4 We first saw Je - sus a ba - by in a crib.
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Fur - rows lie o - pen for God’s cre - a - tive task:  this, the
“A vir - gin moth - er will bear Em-man - u - el”; she con -
new high-ways o-pened, new pro - to- cols de-clared. Al-most
This same Lord Je - sus to - day has come to live in our

mun - do que Ilu - cha por la li - ber - tad, re -
la - bor of peo-ple who strug - gle to  see how
ceived him, “God with us,” our broth - er, whose birth re -
here! God is near - ing, in beau - ty and grace! All
world; he is  pres - ent, in  neigh - bors we see our
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cla - ma jus -ti -cia y bus - ca la ver-dad. dar-nos li-ber-tad.

God’s truth and jus-tice set ev - ’ry-bod-y free.

stores hope and cour-age to chil - dren of this earth.

clear ev-’ry gate-way, in haste, come out in haste!

Je - sus is with us, and ev-er sets us free.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION, BLESSING

SENDING SONG Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256)
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1 “Com - fort, com-fort now my peo - ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
2 For the her-ald’s voice is cry - ing in the des - ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook - ed, and the rough - er plac - es plain.
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Com-fort those who sit in dark - ness mourn-ing un - der sor-row’s load.
call -ing us to ftrue re- pen - tance, since the reign of God is here.
Let your hearts be true and hum - ble, as be-fits God’s ho - ly reign.
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To God’speo - ple now pro-claim  that God’s par - don waits for them!
Oh, that warn - ing cry o - bey! Now pre-pare for God a way.
For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a- broad,
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Tell them that their war is o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior; hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is nev - er bro - ken.



