
Advent 4: December 18, 2022 

“Wake Up- Something's Coming”


CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS


Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.

Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen.

Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins,

and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.

Silence is kept for reflection.


God of new beginnings,

we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 

We have strayed from your paths.

We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation.

Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen.

People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign.

By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have been 
washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord.

Amen.


GATHERING SONG O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257) 



KYRIE (ELW p. 203)

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. 


CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204)


PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 
hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 7:10-16

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 
12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He 
shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before the 
child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will 
be deserted.”


PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19


 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O LORD| God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
 5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R


Lighting Of The Advent Wreath 


We light the first candle to remember God’s promise of peace on earth, the second candle to remember that we are to 
dispel the darkness of sickness, poverty, injustice, and suffering all around us, and the third candle the joy at the promise 
of God’s justice coming in the Christ Child. 

O God, we can only admire the righteousness and trust of Joseph, who — in the face of public scorn and humiliation — 
took upon himself the responsibility of caring for Mary and her unborn child, and who was faithful to your call.

(Light the fourth candle.)

Lord, may the light of this fourth candle illumine our path through life, so that our way is the way of righteousness, trust, 
and faithfulness. Amen. 




SECOND READING: Romans 1:1-7

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised 
beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended 
from David according to the flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


GOSPEL ACCLAMATION


GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took 
place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.


SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Savior of the Nations, Come (ELW 263)


CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,   
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 


PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends with “God, in your mercy,” and the congregational response is “Hear our prayer.”


PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.


Anthem: “Rejoice, Praise God, and Sing!”




MEAL

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach 
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE


PREFACE 


HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 


WORDS OF INSTITUTION


LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION




COMMUNION SONG 


Communion Hymn: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (JEFFERSON) (ELW 254)


PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good 
things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.




BLESSING

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you 
now and forever. Amen.


SENDING SONG WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING (ELW 436)


DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is near. Thanks be to God.


