
Christmas Eve Worship


THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE’S PROMISE IN SONG: NOW THE HEAVENS START TO WHISPER


PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 
may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.


GATHERING SONG Love Has Come (ELW 292)




The Christmas Gospel in Word and Song


IN BETHLEHEM: Luke 2:1-7

A reading from Luke. 1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.


INSERTED MUSIC O Little Town of Bethlehem (ST. LOUIS) (ELW 279)




THE PROMISE TO THE SHEPHERDS: Luke 2:8–14

A reading from Luke. 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This 
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"


INSERTED MUSIC Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289)


COME TO THE MANGER: Luke 2:15-20

The reading may be announced:


A reading from Luke. 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 



shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.


INSERTED MUSIC O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)


SERMON




HYMN OF THE DAY Of the Father's Love Begotten (ELW 295)


Anthem: “Rejoice, Praise God, and Sing!”, Dr. Cynthia Gonzales




Meal


Great Thanksgiving Dialogue


Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer


Communion Hymn: What Child Is This




Communion Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter




Candlelight Prayers on the Holy Night


(Silent Night is played softly while we pray and the candles are lighted. Remember to hold candles upright once 
they are lighted, and turn the unlighted candle as the flame from the Christ Candle is extended to all.)


Each petition ends with the words “God of Grace”. The response is “hear our prayer.”


Gracious God, bathe us always in the light of your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.


Candlelight Hymn: Silent Night 




BLESSING

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth,

and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen.


SENDING SONG Joy to the World (ELW 267)


DISMISSAL

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God.
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