
February 22, 2023: Ash Wednesday 

Invitation to Lent 
The assembly is seated as we are called to begin the discipline of Lent. 

Anthem: The Journey of Lent 

Confession of Sin 
The presiding minister leads the following or another confession. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We 
have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward 
those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to 
you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.  



Hymn of Confession Savior, When in Dust to You (ELW 601) 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all 
who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from 
you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Jonah 1 
A reading from Jonah. 
1Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and 
cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me. 3But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went 
on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. 
4But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship 
threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was 
in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and 
had lain down, and was fast asleep. 6The captain came and said to him, "What are you doing sound asleep? Get 
up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought so that we do not perish." 



7The sailors said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose account this calamity 
has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, "Tell us why this 
calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country? And of 
what people are you?" 9I am a Hebrew, he replied. "I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the dry land." 10Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him, "What is this that you have done!" 
For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them so. 
11Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?" For the sea was 
growing more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea 
will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great storm has come upon you." 13Nevertheless 
the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more stormy 
against them. 14Then they cried out to the LORD, "Please, O LORD, we pray, do not let us perish on account of 
this man's life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O LORD, have done as it pleased you." 15So 
they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the 
LORD even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows. 
17 But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 
and three nights. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel: Matthew 12:38-41 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, "Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you." 39But he 
answered them, "An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign 
of the prophet Jonah. 40For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for 
three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 41The people of Nineveh will rise up 
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and 
see, something greater than Jonah is here!  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  



Hymn of the Day Restore in Us, O God (BAYLOR) (ELW 328) 

Imposition of Ashes 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and 
penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes. 

Special Music: Vouchsafe O Lord - George Frederic Handel 
Sung by Lukas Bauerkemper 

Psalm 51 (spoken) 

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister continues. 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”  



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion  

Lamb Of God 

Communion Song:  Come, Ye Disconsolate (ELW 607) 



Sending Prayer 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may 
provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find 
our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn:  All Things of Dust to Dust Return (ACS 920) 

Blessing 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lenten Dismissal 
  

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of good courage;  hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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