February 22, 2023: Ash Wednesday

Invitation to Lent
The assembly is seated as we are called to begin the discipline of Lent.

Anthem: The Journey of Lent

Confession of Sin

The presiding minister leads the following or another confession.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We
have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward
those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to
you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.



Hymn of Confession Savior, When in Dust to You (ELW 601)
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1 Sav-ior, when in dust to you low we bow in hom - age due;
2 By your help-less in- fant years, by your life of want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de- spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer,
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,
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when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift our weep-ing eyes;
by your days of deep dis - tress in the sav - age wil - der - ness,
by the cross, the nail, the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in vain the ris - ing God,
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oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for us be - low,
by the dread, mys - te - rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow’r,
by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - ri - fice,
oh, from earth to  heav’n re - stored, might-y, re - as - cend-ed Lord,
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bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - vring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!

Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt.
Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1841-1903

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all
who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from
you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Jonah 1

A reading from Jonah.

'Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2Go at once to Nineveh, that great city, and
cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before me. 3But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went
on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD.

4But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship
threatened to break up. sThen the mariners were afraid, and each cried to his god. They threw the cargo that was
in the ship into the sea, to lighten it for them. Jonah, meanwhile, had gone down into the hold of the ship and
had lain down, and was fast asleep. ¢The captain came and said to him, "What are you doing sound asleep? Get
up, call on your god! Perhaps the god will spare us a thought so that we do not perish."



"The sailors said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, so that we may know on whose account this calamity
has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. $Then they said to him, "Tell us why this
calamity has come upon us. What is your occupation? Where do you come from? What is your country? And of
what people are you?" °I am a Hebrew, he replied. "I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea
and the dry land." 1°Then the men were even more afraid, and said to him, "What is this that you have done!"
For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them so.

11"Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?" For the sea was
growing more and more tempestuous. 2He said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea
will quiet down for you; for I know it is because of me that this great storm has come upon you." 13Nevertheless
the men rowed hard to bring the ship back to land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more stormy
against them. 14Then they cried out to the LORD, "Please, O LORD, we pray, do not let us perish on account of
this man's life. Do not make us guilty of innocent blood; for you, O LORD, have done as it pleased you." 15So
they picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased from its raging. 'sThen the men feared the
LORD even more, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows.

17 But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days
and three nights.

Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

Gospel: Matthew 12:38-41

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

33Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, "Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you." But he
answered them, "An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of the prophet Jonah. “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for
three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 4 The people of Nineveh will rise up
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and
see, something greater than Jonah is here!

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Restore in Us, O God (BAYLOR) (ELW 328)
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1 Re - store in us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 0 Spir - it, wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Christ, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow’r.
tize us in the 1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Imposition of Ashes

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and
penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;

through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.

Special Music: Vouchsafe O Lord - George Frederic Handel
Sung by Lukas Bauerkemper

Psalm 51 (spoken)

After those who desire ashes have received them, all may kneel or sit, and the minister continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0y . . . .
il S — o — .;_ ——+— I o — a—
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - ¢y on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Communion Song: Come, Ye Disconsolate (ELW 607)
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1 Come, ye dis - con - so-late, wher - e’er ye lan - guish;
Joy of the des - o - late, light of the stray - ing,
3 Here see the Bread of life; see wa - ters flow - ing
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come to the mer - Cy - seat, fer - vent-ly kneel.
hope of the pen - 1i- tent, fade - less and pure;
forth from the throne of God, pure from a - bove.
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Here bring your wound - ed hearts, here tell your an - guish;
here speaks the Com - fort- er, ten - der - ly say - ing,
Come to the feast of love; come, €v - er know - ing
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earth has no SOt - TOW that heav’n can - not heal.
“Earth has no SOt - TOW that heav’n can - not cure”

earth has no SOr - FrOW but heav’n can re - move.



Sending Prayer

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may
provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find
our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Hymn: All Things of Dust to Dust Return (ACS 920)
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1 All things of dust to dust re-turn on earth and in the sky.
2 Lord, mark with dust and ash my brow so I may com-pre-hend
3 Lord,mark up - on my brow this sign: a stark and bar-ren cross
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The hot - test, bright - est suns that burn in time grow dim and die.
that ev-’ry mo - ment here and now links me to that same end
re - mind-ing me  that though di-vine you know my pain and loss,
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The fish  that leap, the birds that soar, the new-born young that play,
1 share with all that breathe and burn, that flare and fade and tire
and at the touch of dust and ash a-wake my heart to view
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the leaves that fill the for - est floor re - vert to dust and clay.
yet by their wan - ing light dis-cern your own un-dy-ing fire.
how death it - self is but a flash that dies a-way in you.

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Lenten Dismissal

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;

be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;

render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;

help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.



