February 26, 2023: First Sunday in Lent

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.

Gathering Song Bless Now, O God, the Journey (ELW 326)
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1 Bless now, O God, the jour - ney that all your peo - ple make,
2 Bless so- journ-ers and pil - grimswho share this wind-ing  way;
3 Di - vine e - ter-nal lov - er, you meet us on the road.
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the  path through noise and si - lence,the way of give and take.
your hope burns through the ter - rors, your love sus-tains the day.
We  wait for lands of prom - ise where milk and hon-ey flow,
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The trail is found in des - ert and winds the moun-tain round,
We yearn for ho - ly free - dom while of - ten we are bound;
but wait-ing not for plac - es, you meet wus all a - round.
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then leads be-side still wa - ters, the road where faith is  found.
to - geth-er we are seek - ing the road where faith is  found.
Our cov - € - nant is writ - ten on roads, as faith is  found.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: LLANGLOFFAN, Welsh tune, 19th cent.

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



Canticle of Praise
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.

0w .

AT — —

ANt ——— ——— P ——

(o L ——— i— e —— Y 1 @

A \av ] - — — /) ] g1 I )

J | ; _— | f —_—

For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Prayer of the Day

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the
forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us
again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
A reading from Genesis.
15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 1*And the Lord God
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”

31Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ” “But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not die; sfor God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

Psalm: Psalm 32
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
2Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile!
3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning | all day long.
4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. R
sThen I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin.
¢Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them.
7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go;
I will guide you | with my eye. R
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no I understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.”
10Great are the tribulations | of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust | in the Lord.
11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the Lord;
shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. R



Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
A reading from Romans.
12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all
because all have sinned—!3sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no
law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.
1sBut the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more
surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many.
16And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one man’s
trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of
grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all. 1For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted forty days and forty
nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread.” ‘But he answered, “It is written,
‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
sThen the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, ¢saying to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,
‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
sAgain, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendor; %and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to
him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.””
1"Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon



Hymn of the Day When We Are Tested (ACS 922)
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1 When we are test - ed and wres - tle a - lone,
2 When in the des - ert we cry for re - lief,
3 When we  are tempt - ed to bar - ter our souls,

4 When we  have  strug - gled and searched throughthe  night,
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fam - ished for bread when the world of - fers stone,
plead - ing  for paths marked by cer - tain be - lief,

trad - ing the truth  for the pow’r to con - trol,
sort - ing  and sift - ing the wrong from the right,
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nour -ish  us, God, by your word and your way,
lift us to love you be - yond sign and test,
teach us to wor - ship and praise on - ly you,
Sav - ior, sur - round us with cir - cles of care,
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food that sus - tains us by night and by day.
trust - ing  your pres - ence, our on - ly true rest.
seek - ing  your will in the work that we do.
an - gels of heal - ing, of hope, and  of prayer.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God, and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Anthem: “Journey of Lent”



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion



Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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mer -cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Song: When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) (ELW 785)
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1 When peace like a riv - er at - tend - eth my way, when
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, let

3 He lives— oh, the  bliss of this glo - 1ri-ous thought; my

4 Lord, has - ten the day when our faith shall be sight, the
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sor - rows like sea bil - lows roll, what-ev - er my lot, thou hast
this blest as - sur - ance con - trol, that Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not in part, but the whole, is mnailed to his cross and I

clouds be rolled back as a scroll, the trum - pet shall sound and the

.
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taught me to say, it is well, it is  well with my soul.
help - less es - tate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de - scend; € - ven SO it is well with my soul.
Refrain
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 18281888
Music: VILLA DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Blessing

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.

Amen.

Sending Song Jesus, Still Lead On (ELW 624)
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1 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; and, al - though the
2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
3 When we seek re - lief from a long-felt grief, when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav'n-ly lead - er,
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way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
still di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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guide us by  your hand to the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  the prom - ised land.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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