
March 12, 2023: Third Sunday in Lent 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen. 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, ☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 332) 



Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  

Kyrie  
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.  



Canticle of Praise  

Prayer of the Day  
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water 
always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people quarreled 
with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 
you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, 
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried out 
to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5The LORD said to Moses, 
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the 
LORD among us or not?” 

PSALM: Psalm 95 

 1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; 
  let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
 2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving 
  and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms. 
 3For you, LORD, | are a great God, 
  and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
 4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; 
  the heights of the hills are | also yours. 
 5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 
  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
 6Come, let us worship | and bow down, 
  let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. R 
 7For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand. 
  Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice! 
 8“Harden | not your hearts, 
  as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert. 
 9There your ancestors | tested me, 
  they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works. 
 10Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying, 
  ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’ 
 11Indeed I swore | in my anger, 
  ‘They shall never come | to my rest.’ ” R 



SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have 
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not 
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for 
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his 
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been 
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be 
saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconciliation. 

Gospel Acclamation 

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many 
others to faith. 

(Not printed due to length) 

Following the reading:  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  



HYMN OF THE DAY Come to the Water of Life (ACS 955)  

Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God, and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”  

Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar 
words. 

Anthem:  



Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering Prayer  

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue   

Preface 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



Invitation to Communion 

Lamb Of God 

Communion Song:  Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599) 

Prayer after Communion 
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. 
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



Blessing 
God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338) 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God.     
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