March 12, 2023: Third Sunday in Lent

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (ELW 332)
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1 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un - to me and rest;
2 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be-hold, I free - ly give
3 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down,O wea - ry one, lay down your head up - on my breast.”
the liv-ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”

look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I came to Je - sus as I was, so wea - ry, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus,and I drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus,and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I  found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now [ live in  him.
and in that light of life I'll walk till trav-ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—1889

Music: THIRD MODE MELODY, Thomas Tallis, 1505-1585



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



Canticle of Praise
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.

y
I
I
a

TTe
L 108
L
TTe

£
|

I | = | [ I N I P

T e s~ B s . S B o s

I I [

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Prayer of the Day

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this water
always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. *The people quarreled
with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do
you test the LORD?” *But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said,
“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”” ‘So Moses cried out
to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” s’The LORD said to Moses,
“Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with
which you struck the Nile, and go. ¢I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock,
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.
"He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the
LORD among us or not?”

PSALM: Psalm 95
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
‘For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
‘In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
’The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded I the dry land.
*Come, let us worship ' and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. R
’For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would | hear God’s voice!
s““Harden | not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah | in the desert.
“There your ancestors | tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had | seen my works.
'Forty years I loathed that gener- | ation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not | know my ways.’
i'Indeed I swore | in my anger,
‘They shall never come I to my rest.”” R



SECOND READING: Romans 5:1-11
'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have
obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. :And not
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “‘and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, sand hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

sFor while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. "Indeed, rarely will anyone die for
a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. ‘But God proves his
love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. “"Much more surely then, now that we have been
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. '"For if while we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be
saved by his life. 'But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received reconciliation.

Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,

9 . ! 3 T — . I !
©r fr o ¥ T T )]
T e

slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in turn, leads many
others to faith.

(Not printed due to length)

Following the reading:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY Come to the Water of Life (ACS 955)
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1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal -ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4 All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
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love; all who are thirst -y for love, for mer - cy,
touch; all who are thirst -y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst -y for truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst -y for peace, for jus - ftice,
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943
Music: WATER OF LIFE, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1999 Ray Makeever, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God, and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Anthem:



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of  your glo - v
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Communion Song: Lord Jesus, Think on Me (ELW 599)
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1 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, and purge a - way my Ssin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on me, by  anx - ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, that, when the flood is  past,
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from self - ish pas-sions set me free and make me pure with-in.
let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.
through dark-ness and per - plex - i - ty point out your cho - sen way.
I may the_e-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last.

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375—430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.

Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.



Blessing

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Beneath the Cross of Jesus (ELW 338)
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1 Be-neath the cross of Je - sus I long to take my stand;
2 Up-on the cross of Je - sus, my eye at times can see
3 1 take, O cross, your shad - ow for my a- bid - ing place;
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the shad-ow of a  might-y rock with - in a wea-ry land,
the ver - y dy-ing form of one who suf-fered there for me.
I ask no oth - er sun-shine than the sun-shine of his face;
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a home with-in a wil - der - ness, a rest up-on the way,
And from my con-trite heart, with tears, two won-ders I con - fess:
con - tent to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss,
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from the burn - ing of the noon-tide heat and bur-dens of the day.
the. .. won-der of his glo-rious love and my un-wor-thi - ness.
my. . . sin - ful self my on - ly shame,my glo - ry all, the cross.

Text: Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869
Music: ST. CHRISTOPHER, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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