March 19, 2023: Fourth Sunday in Lent

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)
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I Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ,who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-'ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to  sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis - ease,
Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm-ing storms and feed - ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.
from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in ev - ’ry land.
Praisethe one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
9
_@ ol L — P a—) Py T —
J

For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



Canticle of Praise
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;

0w N —t

D e I N N ; e~ . I .

GEY [, e ser e | || , @
I ] B — e O ® g 1o

v — —] &—@ ®

you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Prayer of the Day

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring
light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

'The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” >Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD
said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” :Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” ‘Samuel did what
the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said,
“Do you come peaceably?” sHe said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and
come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

‘When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.”
’But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks on the heart.” *Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the
LORD chosen this one.” “Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this
one.” /Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen
any of these.” '"Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,
but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” ’He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The
LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 3Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

PSALM: Psalm 23
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
'The LORD! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
“The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
*You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
“‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
sYou prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
sSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R



SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14
sOnce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the fruit of the light
is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 'Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. °For it is shameful even to mention what such people do
secretly; *but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, '“for everything that becomes visible is light.
Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

Gospel Acclamation
n ] ] Ja——" | | ] 1
¥ ! . | — ! — |
d I‘—{ | | I ym—— | |
:@J i—‘—d—‘_tﬁﬁ ; o
Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of

God.
(Not printed due to length)

Following the reading:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (ELW 334)
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1 Tree of Life and awe -some mys - try, in your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once spo - ken, love passed
3 Christ, you lead and we shall fol - low, stum - bling
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death we are re - born; though you die in all of
on  through act and  word; ev - ry per - son lost and
though our steps may be; one with you in joy and
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his - try, still you rise with ev - ’ry morn, still you
bro - ken  wears the bod -y of our Lord, wears the
Sor - row, we the riv -er, you the sea, we the
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rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord. Lent 4
riv - er, you the sea.

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God, and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Anthem



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of  your glo - v
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
n H il Il Il Il
i S — - o E—  —— T ——
'QZD . .s‘l — 1= D | —A—d—d—_ﬂ—(‘_t
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Communion Song: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4  The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835




Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.

SENDING SONG God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me: O Christ, Surround Me (ACS 1084)
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1 God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light - ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a - head
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up - hold me:
es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit - ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to  soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all
hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
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O Christ, sur - round me; O Christ, sur - round me.

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967
Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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