March 26, 2023: Fifth Sunday in Lent

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation;
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 1 will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, Tl sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love 1is this
I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down,when [ was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, [I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the Lord of bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my
who 18 the great 1 AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I will
I'il  sing God’s love for me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing.
on, I'll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: WONDROUS LOVE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
9
_@ ol L — P a—) Py T —
J

For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



Canticle of Praise
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.
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Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of
your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. ‘He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GoD, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. sThus
says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and
you shall know that I am the LORD.”

’So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and
the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. ‘Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” /I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” >Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD:
I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to
the land of Israel. *And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from
your graves, O my people. “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own
soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

PSALM: Psalm 130
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Out | of the depths
I cry to 'you, O LORD;
0O LORD, | hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LORD, | who could stand?
“Yet with you | is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared. R
sI wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word | is my hope.
‘My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning,
more than those who keep watch | for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
‘For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from | all their sins. R



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11

¢To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, sand those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.

‘But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. “But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. !'If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and mer-ci - ful,

amamanl.
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his

friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

(Not printed due to length)

Following the reading:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is the Life (ACS 927)
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1 Christ is the life of all that is, God’s pure cre - a - tive
2 Christ is the death of all that is; a broad and  beck- ’ning
3 Christ is the death of all that is, a bright, con - sum - ing
4 Christ is the life of all that is, Be - gin - ning and the
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Word, whose pow’r be - yond and through all space the
tomb, who wel - comes  us from well - worn ways to
fire, whose flames re - quire our pri - or self as
End; cre - a - tive force, most peace - ful death, trans -
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worlds to  Be - ing stirred.  Christ is the life be-yond all
dark - ness of the womb. Christ is the death, the sink - ing
kin - dling for the pyre. Christ is the death of dust - y

form - ing bum - ing brand. Christ is the life, in whose wise
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time, cre - a - tion’s birth and breath, whose la - bor
down past all de - sire and fear, whose prom - ise
days of un - cre - a - tive strife, for out from
love cre - a - tion lives and dies and thus for -
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brings all  things to be and brings all things to death.
in the gen - tle dark bids new - ness to ap - pear.
fire we tread up - on the thresh - old of new life.
ev - er - more shall bless the Source, the liv - ing Christ.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: COE FEN, Kenneth Naylor, 1931-1991

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God, and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christs peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.’

Anthem

1



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’n and earth are  full of  your glo - v
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Communion Song: Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592)
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1 A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4  The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835




Prayer after Communion
God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life,

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Restore in Us, O God (BAYLOR) (ELW 328)
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1 Re - store in us, O God, the splen-dor of your love; re -
2 O Spir - it, wake in  us the won-der of your pow’r; from
3 Bring us, O Chrst, to share the full - ness of your joy; bap -
4 Three-per - soned God, ful - fill the prom-ise of your grace, that
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new your im-age in  our hearts,and all our sins re - move.
fruit-less fear un - furl our lives like spring-time bud and flow'r.
tize us in the r1is - en life that death can-not de - stroy.
we, when all our search-ing ends, may see you face to  face.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BAYLOR, Hal H. Hopson, b. 1933

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1985 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.
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