Maundy Thursday: April 6, 2023

Every Sunday in worship the church celebrates the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit gathers us to receive
again the gifts of God that come to us through Christ, the saving
Word. On several key days at the center of the church year, however,
worship takes a particular shape. These central days have come to be
known as the Three Days, recalling Jesus’ own words to his disciples
that he would be handed over to death, and that “after three days he
will rise again” (Mark 10:34). The Three Days encompass the time
from Maundy Thursday evening through the evening of Easter Day. In
particular, the services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Vigil of Easter unfold in a single movement, as the church each year
makes the passage with Christ through death into life.

gl

Confession and Forgiveness

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, death, and the
devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at
baptism.

Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation.
On this night let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three
Days reconciled with God and with one another.

The presiding minister leads the assembly in the confession.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Inserted Music Jesus, I Will Ponder Now (ELW 345)
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1 Je - sus, 1 will pon-der now on your ho - ly pas - sion;
2 Make me see  your great dis-tress, an - guish,and  af - flic - tion,
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus a - lone make me see your pas - sion,
4 Let me view your pain and loss with  re - pen - tant griev - ing,
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let  your Spir - it now en - dow me for med - i - ta - tion.
bonds and blows and wretch-ed - ness and your cru - ci- fix - ion;
but its cause to me make known and its ter - mi-na - tion.
nor pre-pare a - gain your cross by un - ho - ly liv - ing.
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Grant that 1 in love and faith may the im - age cher - ish
make me see how scourge and rod, spear and nails, did wound you,
For I al - so and my sin wrought your deep af - flic - tion;
May 1 give you love for love! Hear me, O my Sav - ior,
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of your suf - f’ring, pain, and death, that I may not per - ish.
how you died for those, O God, who with thorns had crowned you.
this the shame-ful cause has been of your cru - ci - fix - ion.
that I may in heav'n a - bove sing your praise for - ev - er

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: JESU KREUZ, LEIDEN UND PEIN, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one
another as he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the
servant of all, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of Passover. This festival featured the
Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign to protect God's people from the threat of death. The early church
described the Lord’s supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb who delivers
God's people from sin and death.

'The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: >This month shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of
this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. “If a household is too small for a
whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the
number of people who eat of it. !'This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. >For I will pass through the



land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and
animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. *“The blood shall be a sign for you on
the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I
strike the land of Egypt.

1“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord; throughout
your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Psalm: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'T love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
“for the Lord has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
”How shall I re- | pay the Lord
for all the good things God has | done for me?
51 will lift the cup | of salvation
and call on the name | of the Lord. R
41 will fulfill my vows I to the Lord
in the presence of I all God’s people.
sPrecious in your | sight, O Lord,
is the death | of your servants.
10 Lord, truly I I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me | from my bonds.
T will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and call upon the name | of the Lord.
11 will fulfill my vows I to the Lord
in the presence of | all God’s people,
19in the courts of | the Lord’s house,
in the midst of you, | O Jerusalem. R

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with Christ and with one another
because it involves his body given for us and the new covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal
is a living proclamation of Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

2For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, >“and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” >*In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” >For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



Gospel Acclamation
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Re - turn to the Lord, your God, for he is  gra-cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

Gospel: John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

The story of the last supper in John's gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned elsewhere: Jesus
performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and urging them to do the same for one other.

'Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to
the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. °The devil had already put it
into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper :Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, ‘got up from the
table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. sThen he poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. °He came to Simon Peter,
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” "Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am
doing, but later you will understand.” ¢Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” °Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!” '¢Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is
entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” '"For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason
he said, “Not all of you are clean.”

i2After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you
know what I have done to you? *You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what [ am. “So if
I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. '“For I have set you
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. '“Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 7If you know these things, you are blessed
if you do them.”

s“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. *>If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. *:Little children, I am with you only a
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should
love one another. **By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Hymn of the Day When Twilight Comes (ELW 566)
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1 When twi-light comes and the sun sets, moth - er hen pre-pares for
2 One day the Rab - bi, Lord Je - sus, called the twelve to share his
3 So gath-er round once a - gain, friends, touched by fad - ing glow of
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night’s rest. As her brood shel-ters wun - der her wings, she
last  meal. As the hen tends her young, so for them he
sun’s  gold, and re - count all our frail hu-man hopes: the
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gives the love of God to her nest. Oh! what joy to
spent him-self to seek and to heal. Oh! what joy to
dreams of young and sto - ries of old. Oh! what joy to
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feel her warm heart - beat and be near her all night long;
be with Christ Je - sus, hear his voice,oh! sheer de - light,
pray close to - geth - er, kneel-ing as one fam -1 - ly,
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so the youngcan find re - pose, then re - new to-mor - row’s song.
and re - ceive his ser - vant care: all be - fore the com - ing night.
by a moth-er’s love em - braced in the bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty.

Text: Moises B. Andrade, b. 1948; tr. James Minchin, b. 1942
Music: DAPIT HAPON, Francisco Feliciano, b. 1941
Tr. © James Minchin and music © Francisco Feliciano, admin. Asian Institute for Liturgy & Music: admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Each petition will end with the words “Merciful God, and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.”

Anthem: In An Upper Room



Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion



Lamb Of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Song: Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592)
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re -ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as I am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ty
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man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
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bar - rier down; now to be  thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of your suffering, death, and
resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will
show forth in the way we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The service concludes with the stripping of the altar. The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments,
banners, and books are removed from the worship space. All who wish to participate are invited to do so. Come
forward to the communion rail and the worship assistants will hand an item to you which is carried to the tables
in the back of the sanctuary.

Psalm 22 is spoken and lights will be dimmed as the worship space is stripped.

You are invited to remain for prayer. We ask that all depart in silence. There is no formal dismissal, as our
worship for the Three Days is one continuous service, pausing until tomorrow evening and concluding on
Easter Sunday.




