May 21, 2023: Ascension Sunday
Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring.
In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.

In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.

Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation.

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you.
Empower our witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.

Satisty the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment.
Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace.
We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song (ELW 403)
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1 Like the mur - mur of the dove’s song, like the chal - lenge of  her
2 To the mem-bers of Christ’'sbod - Yy, to the branch-es of the
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flight, like the vig - or of the wind’s rush, like the
vine, to the church 1n faith as - sem - bled, to our
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new flame’s ea - ger might: come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.
midst as  gift and sign:  come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.
peace be - yond com - pare:  come, Ho - ly Spir - it,  come.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: BRIDEGROOM, Peter Cutts, b. 1937

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.

Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Kyrie (ELW p. 203)
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 204)
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Mo

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all
things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-16
[Luke writes:] 'In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
“until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
whom he had chosen. *After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. “While staying with them, he
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what
you have heard from me; sfor John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”

sSo when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom
to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. *But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” "When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. "While he was going and they were gazing
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. '"They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey
away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John,
and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

PSALM: Psalm 47
'Clap your hands, I all you peoples;
shout to God with a I joyful sound.
’For the LORD Most High is | to be feared:
a great king over | all the earth,
'who subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- | der our feet;
‘who chooses our inheri- | tance for us,
the pride of Jacob,  whom God loves. R
5God has gone up | with a shout,
the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn.
¢Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our | king, sing praises. R
’For God is king of I all the earth;
sing praises | with a song.
“God reigns o- | ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.
“The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- I ly exalted. R



SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23

5] have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason I do not
cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. "I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, '¢so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches
of his glorious inheritance among the saints, “and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. 2°God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, >'far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.
>>And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, *which is his
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Gospel Acclamation
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:6
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
+Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “°and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, ’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are witnesses of these things. +* And
see, | am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with
power from on high.”

50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. s'While he was blessing
them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. >’And they worshiped him, and returned to
Jerusalem with great joy; s:and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY I Come with Joy (ELW 482)
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1 come with joy, a child of God, for- giv - en, loved, and

1

2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the 1s - en Christ, un - seen, but ev - er

5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love n
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’'ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us  one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
‘We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Hear us, O God” and the assembly responds with “Your mercy is great.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.’

1

Anthem: “Come to Jesus”



Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
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heav’n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san-na in the high est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion



Lamb of God

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

‘eeek A ANNL AT A

e AN Llled e

n 1 }

P A Il | | I | Il | |
i b | | | I I )y I | | P [Q )
> — P m—) 2  —— I ud
e R e

1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
Communion Song Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966)
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1 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken by the
2 Loaves were bro - ken, words were spo - ken in a
3 Loaves are bro - ken, words are spo - ken, as in
4 By the loaves  you break and  give us, send us
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Gal - 1 - le - an shore. Je - sus, Bread of life from
qui - et room one night. In the bread and wine you
faith we gath - er  here. Je - sus speaks a - cross the
in your name to share bread for which the mil - lions
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heav - en, was their food for - ev - er - more.
gave them, Christ, you came as Light from Light.
a - ges: “I am with you; do not fear!”
hun - ger, words that tell your love and care.
Refrain
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peo - ple. Be our Host, our Life, our Lord.



Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new

life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

Blessing

The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation.
Amen.

SENDING SONG We Will Go with God: Sizohamba naye (ACS 990)

This was the anthem last week. It is originally in the Xhosa language of Swaziland and South Africa. The leader
will sing in Xhosa, but the congregation will sing in English.

Si - zo - ham-ba na -
Leader

All Wewill go .. .with
04 L e B .

:Fr:ﬁ:,ﬁ;p:;:ﬂ:&’::gﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ eam——

~ |7 CJ |

J 4 bl o I I 4 b
Si - zo - ham-ba na - ye! ! 'Si - zo - ham-ba na - ye!
We will go . ..with God! G(,) G(,) Go We will go . . .with God!
;—:;—:; g pppepe o

_q:_g - ; | | 1 1 I
A . T |
7 f f | | D] | 1) | Pay

- — 1 1 had
ye!
God!
- — I ———— —

b——sF<+ 443 ¢ F 8

I ' Si - zo-ham - ba na - ye!
p G0GoGo  wo ™ Wil go . with  God!
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Ngom-hla, ho!
This day, oh!
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Ngom-hla wen-ja - bu - la, si - zo - ham-ba na - ye.
On this day of great joy we will go . . . with God.
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Ngom-hla, ho!
This day, oh!
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Ngom-hla wen-ja - bu - la, si - zo-ham-ba na - ye.
On  this day of great joy we will go .. .with God.
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Text: Swaziland traditional; tr. David Dargie b. 1938
Music: SIZOHAMBA NAYE, Swaziland traditional; arr. David Dargie
Tr. and arr. © David Dargie, admin. Augsburg Fortress



