
May 28, 2023: Pentecost Sunday


A Call to Worship for the Day of Pentecost

One: On the Day of Pentecost, the disciples were gathered together in an Upper Room.

Many: They were waiting for a sign from God.

One: At the sound of a mighty rushing wind, the Holy Spirit descended upon them.

Many: Like tongues of fire, the Holy Spirit rested on each one of them.

One: That day the disciples were changed forever.

Many: When the Holy Spirit touches us, we can never be the same.

One: God comes to us in the presence of the Holy Spirit that we might be enabled to do God's will in the world.

Many: Change us, Lord, that we might feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Set our hearts on fire for you, not just today, but every day. Amen.

 
Lord, on the Day of Pentecost, you sent the Holy Spirit to dwell among your disciples. In the same way, we 
pray for the presence of that same Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts and in our minds, not just today but from 
now on until Jesus comes again. We ask that you fill us anew with your presence, not for ourselves, but so that 
we might be strengthened for the work of ministry to which you have called us, individually and collectively. In 
the name of Jesus we ask it all. Amen.


Gathering Song Come, Holy Spirit, Descend (ACS 980) 



Kyrie (ELW p. 203)

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. 


Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 204)


Prayer of the Day 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by 
the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, 
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 




Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.


First Reading: Numbers 11:24-30

24Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and 
placed them all around the tent. 25Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the 
spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. 
But they did not do so again. 
 26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on 
them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the 
camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua 
son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said 
to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would 
put his spirit on them!” 30And Moses and the elders of Israel returned to the camp.


Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b


 24How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 26There go the ships | to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of it. 
 27All of them | look to you 
  to give them their food | in due season. R 
 28You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the Lord en- | dure forever; 
  O Lord, rejoice in | all your works. R 
 32You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 34May these words of | mine please God. 
  I will rejoice | in the Lord. 
 35bBless the Lord, | O my soul. 
  Hal- | lelujah! R




Second Reading: Acts 2:1-21

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 
10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with 
new wine.” 
 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 
in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”


Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:6


Gospel: John 20:19-23

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 
are retained.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.


Sermon 




Hymn of the Day Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading: Njoo kwetu, Roho mwema (ELW 401)


Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.


Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition ends with the words “Hear us, O God” and the assembly will responds with one verse of our 
gathering song. 


Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you.”




Anthem: “


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Offering Prayer 


Great Thanksgiving Dialogue


The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.


Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)


Words of Institution


Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.


Invitation to Communion




Lamb of God 


Communion Song Lord, You Give the Great Commission (ELW 579) 



Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new 
life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we 
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 


Blessing

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 
Amen.


Sending Song O Day Full of Grace (ELW 627)
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