
June 25, 2023: No Easy Path

4th Sunday after Pentecost


Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, who greets us in this and every season,

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings.

We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage to speak. We 
have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Receive the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.

Amen.


GATHERING SONG Children of the Heavenly Father: Tryggare kan ingen vara (ELW 781) 



Kyrie (ELW p. 184)

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. Some settings of the kyrie are 
more penitential in nature but this one is an upbeat celebration of God’s grace. The worship leaders will sing 
the verses and the congregation will join on the refrain. 




Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 185)

 

Congregation 
enters: 

Each verse ends with:




Prayer of the Day 

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the 
wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.


FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

 7O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; 
 you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. 
 I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 
 8For whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 
 For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 
 9If I say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” 
 then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; 
 I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
 10For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! 
 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”¸ All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. 
 “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” 
 11But the LORD is with me like a dread warrior; 
  therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. 
 They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. 
 Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
 12O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; 
 let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 
 13Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.


Refrain



PSALM: Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18


 7Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach, 
  and shame has cov- | ered my face. 
 8I have become a stranger to | my own kindred, 
  an alien to my | mother’s children. 
 9Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up; 
  the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me. 
 10I humbled my- | self with fasting, 
  but that was turned to | my reproach. R 
  16Answer me, O LORD, for your | love is kind; 
  in your great compassion, | turn to me. 
 17Hide not your face | from your servant; 
  be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress. 
 18Draw near to me | and redeem me; 
  because of my enemies de- | liver me. R


SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11

1bShould we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin go on living in 
it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we 
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.


Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:68




GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them 
that they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ. Today’s Gospel is not printed due 
to length. It is on page 10 in the New Testament (back 1/3) of the pew Bibles. The reading concludes with: 


The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.


Sermon 


HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons (ELW 798) 



Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition ends with the words “God, in your mercy,” and the assembly responds with “hear our prayer.” 


Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar 
words.


Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.


Offering Prayer 


Great Thanksgiving Dialogue  


The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 


Preface


Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)


Words of Institution




Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen.


Invitation to Communion,  Lamb Of God


Communion Song: We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus (ELW 451)


Prayer after Communion

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us now to 
spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen.  



Blessing

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.


SENDING SONG Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)

This is one of our hymn suggestions from the congregation, a summer practice here at First Lutheran. You are 
invited to write a suggestion from our hymnal and put it in the basket on the table at the building entrance. 


Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the harvest.

Thanks be to God.	 	 	 	 	

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-740219.  All rights reserved



