July 9, 2023: “Not-Outdoor” Worship

4th Sunday after Pentecost
A Four Direction Prayer (Adapted from Diocese of Western North Carolina - Anglican Indigenous Ministries)
Let us turn our hearts to the West; from there the Thunders bring us cleansing rain
Creator God, heal us and our relatives
Let us turn our hearts to the North; winter comes to us from there and calls us to rest
Creator God, restore our strength
Let us turn our hearts to the East; the morning Sun begins each day there
Creator God awaken us and help us to walk with a renewed life
Let us turn our hearts to the South Where the warm winds come from to give us comfort and joy
Creator God soothe our aching souls
Let us turn our hearts to the Sky From there our Creator sees all around us
Creator God help us to trust you to lead us
Let us turn our hearts to the Earth From there quiet wisdom comes to teach us
Creator God hear us as we pray
Receive the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Gathering Song Morning Has Broken (ELW 556)
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I Morn-ing has bro - ken like the first morn - ing;
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en,
3 Mine is  the sun - light! Mine is the  morn - ing,
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black-bird  has spo - ken like the first bird.
like the  first dew - fall on the first grass.
born  of  the one light E - den saw play!
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Praise for  the sing - ing! Praise for the morn - ing!
Praise for the sweet - ness of the wet gar - den,
Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev - ‘ry morn - ing,
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Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the Word!
sprung in com - plete - ness where God’s feet  pass.
God’s re - cre - a - tion of the new  day!

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965
Music: BUNESSAN, Gaelic tune
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer of the Day

Blessed are you, Creator of all to you be praise and glory forever as your dawn renews the face of the Earth, bringing light
and life to all creation, bringing hope to your people.

May we rejoice in this day you have made; open our eyes to behold your presence and strengthen our hands to work for
justice for all of creation, that the world may rejoice together and give you praise. Amen

(Adapted from Lancelot Andrewes, 1626)

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Amos 5: 21-24

Justice, allied with peace, calls us to repent of our ecological sins and to change our attitudes and actions. Righteousness
demands that we live in peace, building right relationships with all of creation. We are invited to join the river of justice
and peace on behalf of all creation and to converge our individual identities, of name, family or faith community, in this
greater movement for justice, just like tributaries come together to form a mighty river. Let us hear the words of prophet
Amos:

“I can’t stand your religious meetings. I’m fed up with your conferences and conventions.

I want nothing to do with your religion projects, your pretentious slogans and goals.

I’'m sick of your fund-raising schemes, your public relations and image making.

I’ve had all I can take of your noisy ego-music.

When was the last time you sang to me?

Do you know what [ want? I want justice—oceans of it.

I want fairness—rivers of it. That’s what I want. That’s all I want.”

(The Message Translation)

John 7:37-39

On this Earth, our common home, the Word was made flesh and went forth with the life-giving waters proclaiming
peace and justice for all creation. Let us hear the Word of the Lord:

On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice,

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water
will flow from within them.”

By this Jesus meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not
been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.

Revelation 22: 1-5

Then the Angel showed me Water-of-Life River, crystal bright. It flowed from the Throne of God and the Lamb, right
down the middle of the street. The Tree of Life was planted on each side of the River, producing twelve kinds of fruit, a
ripe fruit each month. The leaves of the Tree are for healing the nations. Never again will anything be cursed. The Throne
of God and of the Lamb is at the center. His servants will offer God service—worshiping, they’ll look on his face, their
foreheads mirroring God. Never again will there be any night. No one will need lamplight or sunlight. The shining of God,
the Master, is all the light anyone needs. And they will rule with him age after age after age.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Just a Closer Walk with Thee (ELW 697)

Refrain
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Just a clos-er walk with thee, grant it, Je-sus,is my plea;
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dai - lywalk-ing close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
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11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I fal-ter,Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is o’er, time for me will be no more;

Refrain
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I'll be sat-is-fied as long as [ walk, let me walk close to thee.
Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - domshore, to thy shore.

Text: North American traditional
Music: CLOSER WALK, North American traditional

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “God, in your mercy,” and the assembly responds with “hear our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.



Offering Prayer

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)
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Ho-ly, ho -1y, ho-ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry, full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high -
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est. Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion, Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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mer -cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



Communion Song: For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o- ver and a-round wus lies:
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac -ri-fice of praise.

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

Prayer after Communion

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us now to
spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.



Blessing

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed
+ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

Sending Song This Is My Father's World (ELW 824)

This is one of our hymn suggestions from the congregation, a summer practice here at First Lutheran. You are
invited to write a suggestion from our hymnal and put it in the basket on the table at the building entrance.
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1 This is my Fa-ther’s world, and to my lis-t'ning ears all
2 This is my Fa-ther’s world; the birds their car-ols raise; the
3 This is my Fa-ther’s world; oh, let me not for - get that,
04d .
DT AN . TN | I | | | | JE———
Grte o e
g s 4 — ——— . >
na - ture sings, and round me rings the mu - sic of the  spheres.
morn - ing light, the lil - y white, de - clare their mak - er’'s  praise.
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the rul - er yet.
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This is my Fa-ther’s world; 1 rest me in the thought of
This is my Fa-ther’s world; he shines in all that’s fair. In the
This is my Fa-ther’s world; why should my heart be sad? The
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rocks and trees, of
rus - tling grass I
Lord is king, let

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901
Music: TERRA PATRIS, Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852-1930, adapt.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.

skies and seas; his
hear him pass; he
heav-en ring; God reigns, let

hand the won- ders wrought.
specaks to me ev-ry-where.
earth be glad!
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