August 27, 2023: The Rock to Build On

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who greets us in this and every season,
whose word never fails, whose promise is sure. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings.

13th Sunday after Pentecost

We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage to speak. We

have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail.

Receive the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Gathering Song Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (ELW 645)
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1 Christ is made the sure foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
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hosts, and stay; come with all your lov - ing-kind - ness,
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to the Son, praise and hon - or to the Spir - it,
0. . \ .
A | Pa— e — | | — |
| j : z = L ——
v 1 4 &
bind - ing all the  church in one; ho - ly Zi - on’s
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help for-ev - er and our con - fi - dence a - lone.
ben - e - dic - tion shed with - in these walls to - day.
in your glo - ry ev - er-more with you to reign.
one in glo - ry while un-end - ing a - ges run!

Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802-1868



Kyrie (ELW p. 184)

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. Some settings of the kyrie are

more penitential in nature but this one is an upbeat celebration of God's grace. The worship leaders will sing
the verses and the congregation will join on the refrain.
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let us pray to the Lord.
Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 185)
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1 Lord God, heav-en - ly King, al - might-y God and Fa- ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
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for your glo - 1y
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Prayer of the Day

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6

'Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD.

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;

for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.

’For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places,

and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD;

joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song.

“Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation;

for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples.

sI will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples;

the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.

sLift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath;

for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.



PSALM: Psalm 138
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will I sing your praise.
°I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast | love and
faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.
‘When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.
“All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R
‘They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
‘The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you I keep me safe;

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me.
‘You will make good your pur- | pose for me;

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands. R

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

'T appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.

sFor by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think,
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. ‘For as in one body we
have many members, and not all the members have the same function, sso we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. ‘We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 'ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; sthe exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity;
the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

Gospel Acclamation
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1’Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that
the Son of Man is?” “And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” "He said to them, “But who do you say that [ am?”’ '*Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 7"And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. '*And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. °I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is the Life (ACS 927)
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1 Christ is the life of all that is, God’s pure cre - a - tive
2 Christ is the death of all that is; a broad and beck - ’ning
3 Christ is the death of all that is, a bright, con - sum - ing
4 Christ is the life of all that 1is, Be - gin - ning and the
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worlds to  Be - ing stirred. Christ is the life be-yond all
dark - ness of the womb. Christ is the death, the sink - ing
kin - dling for the pyre. Christ is the death of dust - y
form - ing bumn - ing brand. Christ is the life, in whose wise
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time, cre - a - tion’s birth and breath, whose la - bor
down past all de - sire and fear, whose prom - ise
days of un - cre - a - tive strife, for out from
love cre - a - tion lives and dies and thus for -
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brings all things to be and brings all things to death.
in the gen - tle dark bids new - ness to ap - pear.
fire we tread up - on the thresh - old of new life.
ev - er - more shall bless the Source, the liv - ing Christ.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: COE FEN, Kenneth Naylor, 1931-1991

Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.



Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Hear us, O God,” and the assembly responds with “Your mercy is great.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering Prayer

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)
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Words of Institution



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion, Lamb Of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal (ELW 464)
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1 Bread of life, our host and meal, Je - sus, feed us.
2 Bread now break and wine now pour, Je - sus, feed us.
3 Grant for - give-ness in the feast— Je - sus, feed us—
4 Thank you for this gift we share. Je - sus, feed us.
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Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love.
Make us one, our hope re - store; feed us with your love.
for the great- est and the least; feed us with your love.
Save God’s chil - dren ev - ’ry - where; feed us with your love.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943; Rusty Edwards, b. 1955

Music: JESUS, FEED US, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer after Communion

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us now to
spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



Blessing
The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed
+ bless, keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age. Amen.

SENDING SONG Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand: Kwake Yesu nasimama (ACS 1024)
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1 There’s no oth - er place I can hide till  the
2 It is not the  work of my hands that has
3 When my days on this earth are done, and I
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flood, and I'm saved be - cause of his blood.
days, Je - sus Christ will  be my heart’s praise.
fear; in Christ’s righ - teous - ness I am here.

Text: Kenyan hymn; adapt. Greg Scheer, b. 1966

Music: KWAKE YESU NASIMAMA, Kenyan melody; adapt. Greg Scheer

Text © 2007 East African Annual Conference, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik
English adapt. and arr. © 2007 Greg Scheer, admin. General Board of Global Ministries, GBGMusik

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.
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