October 1, 2023: Who will go?

18th Sunday after Pentecost
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG God Is Here! (ELW 526)
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1 God is here! As we your  peo - ple meet to of - fer

2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long

3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come  in the Shep - herd’s

4 Lord of all, of church and king-dom, in an age of
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praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea- sure
need of grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and  wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep us faith - ful to the gos - pel;
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what it is in Christ we  share. Here, as in the

here the cross has cen - tral place. Here in hon - es -

Christ sus - tains us as of old. Here the ser - vants

help us work  your pur - pose out. Here, in  this day’s
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world a - round us, all our var - ied skills and arts

ty of preach-ing, here in si - lence, as in  speech,

of the  Ser - vant seek  in wor - ship to ex - plore

ded - 1 - ca - tion, all we have to  give, re - ceive;

e e e

o T PP o g @& © — . ——— I I I

A\a V. | 1 1 —® | | |

J T d 4 Col ' < @ &
wait the com-ing of the Spir - it in - to o - pen minds and hearts.
here, in new-ness and re-new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each.
what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieveand to a - dore.

we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!



Kyrie

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - cy.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



Prayer of the Day
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

'The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The
parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. “/Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is
mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

»sYet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that
are unfair? 2°When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. >’Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. *Because they considered and turned away from all
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. ?Yet the house of Israel says, “The
way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

s0Therefore 1 will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 3'Cast away from you all the transgressions that you
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? »>For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'To I'you, O LORD,
[ 1ift 1 up my soul.
"My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
sLet none who look to you be I put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
“‘Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths. R
sLead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
‘Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
’Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- I ness, O LORD.
‘You are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
’You lead the low- I ly in justice
and teach the low- I ly your way. R



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13
'If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and
sympathy, >make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. :Do
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. “‘Let each of you look not
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. sLet the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
swho, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, she humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.

sTherefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

"Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; '*for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to
will and to work for his good pleasure.

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
»’When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching,
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” >“Jesus said to them,
“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these
things. 2sDid the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?”” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ >sBut if we say, ‘Of
human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’So they answered Jesus, “We do
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

25“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard
today.’ ’He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 'The father went to the second and
said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. :*Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into
the kingdom of God ahead of you. *’For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.”

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (ELW 517)
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1 Lord, keep wus stead-fast 1in your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are
3 0O Com - fort - er of price - less worth, send peace and
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God, ” and the response of the assembly is “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Offertory: “Untitled Hymn”



Holy Communion
Those worshiping elsewhere are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho-1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are  full, full of your glo - ry.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.

N

)
|
]
77~

N1
NP

S
TTe
2
TTe
T
k]
\ HEE
TTe
| 108
| 10N
,_

77~
|
|
t

| 108

|
i
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Eucharistic Prayer
Acclamation and Amen are sung at the appropriate time, the organ will cue the assembly.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris'n.  Christ will come a - gain.
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A-men, a-men, a - men A-men, a - men.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
This meal, in all times and places, is God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all as we share the

Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.

Communion Song: Agnus Dei (Schubert)
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Je - sus, bear - er of our sins, have mer - cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Communion Hymn: One Bread, One Body (ELW 496)
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One bread, one bod-y, one Lord of all; one cup of
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wom-an  Or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.

Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939
Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, s1
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Prayer after Communion
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.

Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG What God Ordains Is Good Indeed (ELW 776)
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I What God or-dains i8 good in-deed, for all life well pro - vid - ing.
2 What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my life, my Sav - ior!
3 What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope seems like de - lu - sion,
4 What God or-dains is good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me
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The will of God is best for me, the ground of my con- fid - ing.
No ill can get the best of me; God’s care will nev-er wa - ver
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead,Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger’spath, in deep-est need, when death in grief shall veil me.
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My faith - ful God, on ev - ry road you know the way un -
Through joy and pain [ shall at - tain the dawn dis - clos - ing
God ends the night, re - stores de - light; by faith I face to -
My God so dear will draw me near, in  lov - ing arms will
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fold - ing and my hand you are hold - ing.
clear - ly that God has loved me dear - ly.
mor - row and yield to God all sor - row.
hold me, at last in light en - fold me.

Text: Samuel Rodigast, 1649-1708; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951
Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 1646-1682
Text © 2000 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal

Go in peace. God is at work in you. berFie, Sarslc‘ilst,) arid( 1A7g9r;ui é)zegi)are from the Deutsche Messe (German Mass)
y Franz Schuber -

Thanks be to God.

Other liturgical music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



