September 10, 2023: When Community is Hard

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

Gathering Song As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
n H Il J— i [ [ —
) A ] | — | | | il | I | I || p— |
Y 4N | [ | ) | | | | | |
I S o ™ I z
| et | | bl
M—‘* | i j
help us know,O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet howto make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Kyrie (ELW p. 184)
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. Some settings of the kyrie are

more penitential in nature but this one is an upbeat celebration of God's grace. The worship leaders will sing
the verses and the congregation will join on the refrain.

Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, ev-ry day.
Each verse ends with:
Congregation
enters: Refrain
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let us pray to the Lord.

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 185)
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Glo - 1y to God in the high - est, the high - est, and
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peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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1 Lord God, heav-en-1ly  King, al - might-y God and Fa- ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
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Refrain

for your glo - 1y
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world: have mer - cy on us; you are seat-ed at  the
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Ho - ly Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa - ther
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Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11
’So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. *If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will
require at your hand. “But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

WUNow you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh
upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 1'Say to them, As I live, says the Lord
God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back,
turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?



Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

33’Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes,
and I shall keep it | to the end.

##Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.

3sLead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

s’Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to | unjust gain. R

37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.

s*Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.

#Turn away the reproach | that I dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.

“Behold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- | liven me. R

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14
sOwe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. °The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not
covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” "Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

l'Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; '°the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; '*let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '“Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Al-le - lu - 1ia, al -le -lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
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Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1>“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. '“But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two
or three witnesses. "If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to
listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. '*Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. "Again,
truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in
heaven. 2'For where two or three are gathered in my name, [ am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603)
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I God, when hu - man bonds are bro - ken and we lack the
2 Through that still - ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our
3 You in us are bruised and bro - ken: hear us as we
4 Send us, God of new be - gin - nings, hum - bly hope - ful
5 Give us faith to be more faith - ful, give us hope to
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love  or skill to re - store the hope of  heal - ing,
world of  stress, for the sake of Christ for - giv - ing
seek re - lease from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing;
in - to life.  Use us as a means of  bless - ing:
be  more true, give us love to go on learn - ing:
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give us grace and make us still.
all the fail -  ures we con - fess.
set us free and grant us peace.
make us stron - ger, give us faith.
God, en - cour - age and re - new!

Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 1823-1889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Offertory: The King Of Love My Shepherd Is

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)
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Words of Institution



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion, Lamb Of God
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
Communion Song: Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether (ELW 470)
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1 Draw us in the Spir-it’s teth - er, for when hum - bly
2 As dis - ci - ples used to gath - er in the name of
3 Al our meals and all our liv - ing makeas sac - ra -
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Christ to sup, then with thanks to God the giv - er
ments of you, that by car - ing, help-ing, giv - ing,
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you are in the  midst of them. Al-le - lu - ial
break the bread and bless the cup, Al-le - Iu - 1ia!
we may be dis - ci - ples true. Al-le - lu - ial
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Al-le - lu - 1ia! Touch we now your gar - ment’s hem.
Al-1le - lu - ia! so now bind our friend - ship up.
Al-le - lu - ial We will serve with  faith a - new.

Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.
Music: UNION SEMINARY, Harold Friedell, 1905-1958

Text © Oxford University Press 1931. Used by permission.
Music © 1957, 1985 H. W. Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Prayer after Communion

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names,

and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

Sending Song Go, My Children, with My Blessing (ELW 543)
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
0« ; \
ﬁ # o P o I I S — .
_FH | > T | |
| | I | |t
A\AVJ | I I | ' | | | | | bt [
S | ' - | ' | |
In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.
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