September 17, 2023:

tryin to get down

to the heart of the matter
thinkin' about forgiveness

16th Sunday after Pentecost
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

Gathering Song Come, Ye Disconsolate (ELW 607)
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I Come, ye dis - con - so - late, wher - e’er ye lan - guish;
Joy of the des - o - late, light of the  stray - ing,
3 Here see the Bread of Ilife; see wa - ters  flow - ing
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come to the mer - cy-seat, fer - vent-ly kneel.
hope of the pen - i- tent, fade - less and  pure;
forth from the  throne of God, pure from a - bove.
0 . i
)74 | [ L > | [ \
#b@; PE h— - - e H—1
v, . , o I o <
Here bring your wound - ed hearts, here tell your an - guish;
here speaks the Com - fort- er, ten - der - ly say - ing,
Come to the feast of love; come, €v - er know - ing
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earth has no SOt - TOW that heav’n can - not heal
“Earth has no SOr - TOW that heav’n can - not cure.”
earth has no SOr - TOW but heav’n can re - move.

Text: Thomas Moore, 1779-1852, sts. 1-2; Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872, st. 3
Music: CONSOLATOR, Samuel Webbe Sr., 1740-1816



Kyrie

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have  mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - cy.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21

isRealizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us
back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 1sSo they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 7*Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
1¥Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” “But Joseph said to them, “Do
not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? ’Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. >'So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.”
In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name.
’Bless the Lord, | O my soul,
and forget not | all God’s benefits—
swho forgives ! all your sins
and heals all | your diseases;
‘who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R
swho satisfies your desires | with good things
so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s.
°0 Lord, you provide | vindication
and justice for all who | are oppressed.
7You made known your | ways to Moses
and your works to the chil- I dren of Israel.
‘Lord, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R
syou will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.
“You have not dealt with us according | to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.
l'For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us.
13As a father has compassion | for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O Lord. R



Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

'Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. >Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. :Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain
must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. *‘Who are you to pass judgment on servants of
another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.

sSome judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their
own minds. ‘Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord,
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.

"We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. sIf we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

1©Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will
all stand before the judgment seat of God. "For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.
2IPeter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As
many as seven times?”” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

2“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
2When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 2sand, as he could not pay,
his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So
the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 2’And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. >sBut that same slave, as he went out, came upon one
of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 2Then
his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 'But he refused; then he
went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. :'When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. >Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. *Should you not have had mercy
on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ *And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay
his entire debt. 33So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from
your heart.”

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive (ELW 605)

¢

. ] ! . . I )
© e e P o —— 2
J O o 0 o '
1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim - ly knew:
4

Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers’ debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROLT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God, ” and the response of the assembly is “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Offertory: “Lift Up Your Heads”
This hymn is from the All Creation Sings Hymn Supplement and will be a congregational song in the weeks ahead.



Holy Communion
Those worshiping elsewhere are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho-1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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ho -1ly, ho -1y, ho-1ly Lord, God of powr and might,
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heav-en and earth are  full, full of your glo - ry.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Eucharistic Prayer
Acclamation and Amen are sung at the appropriate time, the organ will cue the assembly.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris'n.  Christ will come a - gain.
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A-men, a-men, a - men A-men, a - men.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
This meal, in all times and places, is God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all as we share the
Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.

Communion Song: Agnus Dei (Schubert)
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Je - sus, Lamb of God, have mer - cy on us.
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Je - sus, bear - er of our sins, have mer - cy on us.
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Je - sus, re-deem - er, re - deem-er of the world,
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grant  us peace, grant us peace.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Communion Hymn: Where Charity and Love Prevail
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1 Wherechar -1 -ty and love pre - vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho -1ly fear, God’s char - 1 - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un - known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God iIn re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - 1y that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.

Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer after Communion

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are

satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545)

Dz, | | ~ —
M——J—o o —— - (" — — _r
J I — T
1 Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;

2 Thanks we

give and

ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful

3 Sav - 1ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.
let no fear death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  yourtruth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.

Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

Dismissal

Go in peace. God is at work in you.

Thanks be to God.

Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei are from the Deutsche Messe (German Mass)
by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Other liturgical music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



