September 24, 2023: You’re right, it isn’t fair...

17th Sunday after Pentecost
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

Gathering Song Take My Life, That I May Be (PATMOS) (ELW 685)
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1 Take my life, that [ may be con-se- crat-ed, Lord, to thee;
2 Take my hands and let them move at the im-pulse of thy love;
3 Take my voice and let me sing al-ways,on - ly, for my King;
4 Take my sil - ver and my gold, not a mite would I  with - hold;
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take my mo-ments and my days; let them flow in cease-less praise.
take my feet and let them be swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
take my lips and let them be filled with mes - sag - es from thee.
take my in - tel - lect, and use ev - ty pow’r as thou shalt choose.
5 Take my will and make it thine; 6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour

it shall be no longer mine. at thy feet its treasure store;

Take my heart, it is thine own; take myself, and [ will be

it shall be thy royal throne. ever, only, all for thee.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: Parmos, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Kyrie

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have  mer - cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - cy.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa-ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Ny . . . . .
[.] | | I | | | | I l |
W | | I ot | | | é i I
J | —1 — o

we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



Prayer of the Day
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on
our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11
©When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

+1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. >He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this
what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. *And now,
O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” *‘And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to
be angry?” sThen Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

¢The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his
discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ‘But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that
attacked the bush, so that it withered. sWhen the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the
head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

'But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?”” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 1“Then
the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. ' And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many
animals?”

Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'T will exalt you, my | God and king,
and bless your name forev- | er and ever.

’Every day | will I bless you
and praise your name forev- | er and ever.

‘Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised!
There is no end | to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works | to another
and shall de- | clare your power. R

sT will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty
and all your | marvelous works.

‘They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts,
and I will re- | count your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully I of your righteousness.

“The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. R



Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30
>'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 2If [ am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I
do not know which I prefer. :I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for
that is far better; 2“but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 2:Since I am convinced of this, [ know
that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 2¢so that I may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again.

27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or am
absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one
mind for the faith of the gospel, 2*and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of
their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. >’For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—since you are having the same
struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ““The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to
hire laborers for his vineyard. >After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to
them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. s$When he went out
again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ©°And about five o’clock he went out and found
others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ "They said to him,
‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” sWhen evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then
going to the first.” "When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.
1"Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual
daily wage. ''And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, >saying, ‘These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” :But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the
usual daily wage? “Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
sAm I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’
10So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Sermon



Hymn of the Day Faith Begins by Letting Go (ACS 1004)
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1 Faith be - gins by let - ting go, giv-ing up what hadseemed sure,
2 Faith en-dures by hold -ing on, keep-ing mem-'ry’s roots a - live
3 Faith ma-tures by reach-ing out, stretch-ing minds, en - larg - ing hearts,

i

o 2 o #

tak -ing risks and press-ing on, though the way feels less se - cure:
so that hope may bear its fruit; prom -ise - fed, our souls will thrive,
shar-ing strug-gles, liv - ing prayer, bind -ing up the bro-ken parts;
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pil - grim - age bothright and odd, trust-ing all our life to God.
not through mer - it we pos-sess but by God’s great faith - ful - ness.
till  we find the com-mon-place ripe with wit - ness to God’s grace.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: RATISBON, J. G. Werner, Choralbuch, 1815
Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God, ” and the response of the assembly is “receive our prayer.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Offertory: “There is a Balm in Gilead”



Holy Communion
Those worshiping elsewhere are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho-1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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ho -1ly, ho -1y, ho-1ly Lord, God of powr and might,
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heav-en and earth are  full, full of your glo - ry.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Eucharistic Prayer
Acclamation and Amen are sung at the appropriate time, the organ will cue the assembly.
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Christ has died. Christ is ris'n.  Christ will come a - gain.
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A-men, a-men, a - men A-men, a - men.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion

This meal, in all times and places, is God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all as we share the

Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.

Communion Song: Agnus Dei (Schubert)
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Je - sus, Lamb of God, have mer - cy on us.
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Je - sus, bear - er of our sins, have mer - cy on us.
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grant  us peace, grant us peace.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937,
Communion Hymn: All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly (ELW 461)
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1 All who hun -ger, gath-er glad - ly; ho-ly man-na is our bread.
2 All who hun-ger, nev-er strang-ers; seek-er, be a wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - er, Je - sus Christ is  liv - ing bread.
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Come from wil-der - ness and wan - d’ring. Here in

Come from rest-less - ness and roam-ing.  Here in
Come from lone -1i - ness and long - ing.  Here in

truth we
joy we keep the feast.
peacewe have been fed.

will be fed.

I I I. ]. l. | “ I i I F | | | |
| | | | | | —_—

@J ! . ] . ! — j Z
You that yearn for days of full-ness, all a-round us is our food.
We that once were lost and scat-tered in com-mu-nion’s love have stood.
Blest are those who from this ta-ble live their days in grat-i - tude.
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Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.
Taste and see the grace e - ter - nal. Taste and see that God is good.

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993
Music: HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825




Prayer after Communion

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Sending Song Rise Up, O Saints of God! (ELW 669)
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;

2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;

3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;

4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;

5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the word of hope pro- claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow'r, rise up, O saints of God!

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei are from the Deutsche Messe (German Mass)
by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Other liturgical music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



