
October 22, 2023: Whose Is It Really?  
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you.  We are overwhelmed by the world’s 
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 

GATHERING SONG GOD IS HERE! (ELW 526) 



Kyrie  
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to 
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the 
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.  

Canticle of Praise  



Prayer of the Day  
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us 
act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 
 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you and level the mountains, 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 
 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the LORD, and there is no other. 
 7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9  

 1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before 
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For 
we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came 
to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what 
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for 
in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among 
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

Gospel Acclamation  

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, 
along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought 
him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The 
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

Sermon  



HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (ELW 580) 

Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God, ” and the response of the assembly is “receive our prayer.” 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar 
words. 

Offertory: “    ” 



Holy Communion 
Those worshiping elsewhere are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,   

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

Holy, Holy, Holy  

Eucharistic Prayer  
Acclamation and Amen are sung at the appropriate time, the organ will cue the assembly. 

Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Acclamation: 

Amen: 



Invitation to Communion 
This meal, in all times and places, is God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all as we share the 
Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.  

Communion Song: Agnus Dei (Schubert) 

Communion Hymn: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623) 



Prayer after Communion 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Blessing 
The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names,  
and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705) 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei are from the Deutsche Messe (German Mass) 

by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)   
Other liturgical music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.  
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-740219.  All rights reserved 


