October 22, 2023: Whose Is It Really?

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be God, the one who forms us, + Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s
violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG GOD IS HERE! (ELW 526)
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I God is here! As we your  peo - ple meet to of - fer

2 Here are sym-bols to re - mind us of our life - long

3 Here our chil-dren find a wel - come  in the Shep - herd’s

4 Lord of all, of church and king-dom, in an age of
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praise and prayer, may we find in full - er mea-sure
need of grace; here are ta - ble, font, and pul - pit;
flock and fold; here as bread and wine are tak - en,
change and doubt, keep us faith-ful to the gos - pel;
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what it is in Christ we  share. Here, as in the

here the cross has cen - tral place. Here in  hon - es -
Christ sus - tains us as of  old. Here the ser - vants
help us work  your pur - pose out. Here, in  this day’s

Q I lI\ 1 ] i | i i
Goevppd ) s Pt o

J | T — ' T

world a - round us, all our var - ied skills and arts
ty of preach-ing, here in si - lence, as in  speech,
of the Ser - vant seek in wor - ship to ex - plore
ded - 1 - ca - tion, all we have to  give, re - ceive;
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wait the com-ing of ~the Spir-it  in - to o - pen minds and hearts. 1., 1979 and Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing
here, in new-ness and re- new - al, God the Spir-it comes to each. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

what it meansin dai -ly liv-ing to be - lieve and to a - dore.
we, who can-not live with-out you, we a - dore you! We be - lieve!



Kyrie

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.
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Christ, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - cy.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for you, let us
act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7

'Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped

to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes,

to open doors before him— and the gates shall not be closed:

°I will go before you and level the mountains,

I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron,

I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places,

so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.

‘For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen,

I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me.

sI am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,

sso that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the LORD, and there is no other.

’I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things.

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'Sing to the LORDI a new song;
sing to the LORD, I all the earth.

>Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.

sDeclare God’s glory a- | mong the nations
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples.

‘For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods. R

sAs for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens.

‘Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence;
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power.

sAscribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R

"Worship the LORD in the beau- I ty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, | all the earth.



SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

'Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

*We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly ‘remembering before
our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. “‘For
we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, sbecause our message of the gospel came
to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. °And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, ’so that you became an
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. *For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no
need to speak about it. °For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, '"and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—1Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1s’Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. “So they sent their disciples to him,
along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in
accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 1" Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”” '*But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? “Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. 2’Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?”” >'They answered, “The
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God
the things that are God’s.” 2>2When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord (ELW 580)
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1 How clear is our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get- ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in hin-dranc-es more sure;
4 In what you give us, Lord, to do, to - geth-er or a - lone,
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to live ac-cord-ing to your word and dai - ly learn, re-freshed,re - stored,

if  world-ly pres-sures fray the mind and love it - self can-not un - wind
whose joy -ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your name,
in old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we notcease to look to  you,
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that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall.
its tan - gled skein of care: our in-ward life re - pair.
and by our faults ob - scure your pow’r to cleanse and cure.
the cross you hung up - on, all you en -deav - ored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God, ” and the response of the assembly is “receive our prayer.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.

Offertory: “ ”



Holy Communion
Those worshiping elsewhere are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,

Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho-1ly, ho-1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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ho -1ly, ho -1y, ho-1ly Lord, God of powr and might,
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heav-en and earth are  full, full of your glo - ry.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Eucharistic Prayer
Acclamation and Amen are sung at the appropriate time, the organ will cue the assembly.

Accl jon: 9 b— I I | f I I
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Christ has died. Christ is ris'n.  Christ will come a - gain.
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A-men, a-men, a - men A-men, a - men.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
This meal, in all times and places, is God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all as we share the
Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.

Communion Song: Agnus Dei (Schubert)
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Je - sus, bear - er of our sins, have mer - cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Communion Hymn: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623)
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ die.
Rockof A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872



Prayer after Communion
Blessed be your name, O God, for we

have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.

Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are
satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG God of Grace and God of Glory (ELW 705)
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I God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vl round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - 1ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour.

for the liv - ing

of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.

lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you whom we a - dore.

Text: Harry E. Fosdick, 1878-1969

Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873-1932

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei are from the Deutsche Messe (German Mass)
by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)

Other liturgical music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



