October 22, 2023: Whose Is It Really?

Affirmation of Baptism
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to make public affirmation of
baptism into Christ.

The presiding minister may note briefly the occasion for this affirmation.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have
called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith.
Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.

Profession of Faith

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this world that rebel against God, and
the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you
in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
The presiding minister prays for God's blessing.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin,
and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy
in your presence both now and forever.

Amen.

A hymn, song, or psalm may be sung, and may be accompanied by a reminder of baptism.



GATHERING SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (ELW 504)
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Kyrie

The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy” The term “Kyrie/Lord” usually referred to
a worldly ruler such as an emperor and asking the Kyrie for mercy was a legal plea. It was a subversive thing for the
early church to proclaim that Jesus is Lord and not the imperial power.
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Lord, have mer - cy, have mer - cy.

Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Canticle of Praise
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

2 Glo-ry be to Christfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa -ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.

n“ ! I I
g =

- :;p ! T T ] ] _dl J‘ ai

A NIV I I | I | I
J

Saints and an - gels bow be - fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!



Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out your
Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.
33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

PSALM: Psalm 46

) o

Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1God is our ref- 1 uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
sthough its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall I not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
¢The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. R
7The LORD of I hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob I is our stronghold.
sCome now, regard the works | of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
sbehold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10¢“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
11'The LORD of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob I is our stronghold. R



SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
1"Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction,
23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 2¢they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.
28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and

you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 3They answered him, “We are descendants of

Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
3Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 33The slave does

not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free,

you will be free indeed.”

Sermon



HYMN OF THE DAY Built on a Rock (ELW 652)
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1 Built on a rock the church shallstand, e - ven when stee - ples are
2 Sure - ly, in tem - ples made withhands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab - i -
4 Yet in thishouse, an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren is

5 Through all the pass - ing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing—  high in the heav’'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta -  tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear your Word, who here this
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chim-ing and call - ing— call - ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem - ples ex - cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal-va - tion.Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je-sus to wus his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
prom-ise is bring - ing: “l know my own, my own know me; you, not the
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev -er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak -ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - e - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
world, my face shall see; my peace I leave with you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMEL HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “God of grace,” and the response of the assembly is “hear our prayer.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar
words.



Holy Communion
Those worshiping elsewhere are invited to prepare your table with the food and drink that will be the Body and Blood of Christ for us,

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
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Ho-san-na in the high - est, ho-san-na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Prayer
Acclamation and Amen are sung at the appropriate time, the organ will cue the assembly.
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A-men, a-men, a - men A-men, a - men.
Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
This meal, in all times and places, is God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all as we share the
Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you.

Communion Song: Agnus Dei (Schubert)
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Je - sus, bear - er of our sins, have mer - cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Music: Deutsche Messe, Franz Schubert, 1797-1828; adapt. Richard Proulx, b. 1937
Adapt. © 1985, 1989 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Communion Hymn: Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (ELW 708)
Refrain
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us how to serve the  neigh-bors we have from you.
() 1 | | T |
v i i | ! !
| | | | If? 2
J T — —— | I
1 Khneels at the feet of his friends, si - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:

n Refrain
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and far a - way.
all these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.

Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt.
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayer after Communion

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are

satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG Born, Reborn (ACS 956)

Refrain
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Born, re - born! Born, re - born! Formed, re - formed!
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Souls with glad - ness now a - dorned! Born, re - born! Born,re - born!
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Formed, re - formed! Praise our God for-ev - er - more!
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1 Drown us. Drown us. Raise us. Raise us.
2 Name us. Name us. Heal us. Heal us.
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Mark us. Mark us. Claim us! Claim us!
Wash us. Wash us. Seal us! Seal us!

Text: Justin Rimbo, b. 1980
Music: BORN, REBORN, Justin Rimbo
Text and music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Dismissal
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Kyrie, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei are from the Deutsche Messe (German Mass)
by Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Other liturgical music is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



