Advent 2: December 3, 2023: Prepare The Way

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who opens the heavens and
draws near to us with salvation. Amen.

God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance.
Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Everlasting God,

you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness that make us
reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in systems of exploitation. We choose comfort
over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our hearts again to
you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.
Hear these words of assurance:

God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with robes of righteousness. In the tender
compassion of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s blessing rests upon
us all. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Prepare the Royal Highway (ELW 264)
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I Pre - pare the roy - al high - way; the King of kings is near!
2 God’s peo - ple, see him com - ing: your own e - ter - nal king!
3 Then fling the gates wide o - pen to greet your prom-ised king!
4 His 18 no earth -ly king - dom; it comes from heav’n a - bove.
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Let ev-'ry hill and val - ley a lev - el road ap - pear!
Palm branch-es strew be - fore him! Spread gar-ments! Shout and  sing!
Your king, yet ev - 'ry na - tion its trib - ute too may bring.
His rule is peace and free - dom and jus - tice, truth, and love.
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Then greet the King of glo - ry, fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry:
God’s prom-ise will not fail you! No more shall doubt as - sail you!
All  lands will bow be - fore him; their voic - es join your sing - ing:
So let your praise be sound-ing for kind - ness so a - bound - ing:
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Ho - san-na to the Lord, for he ful-fills God’s word!

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Kyrie (ELW p. 203)
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”.

A Leader 1
P A I | [ [ | | | [ | | [ [
(o — | — — e i — — A
J ¢ < = L

Ky -ri - e e - le-i- son, Ky-ri - e e - le-i-son
0 . \ p— [Fm——
P’ A 1 | [ | | | [ | [ |
(e — | ——— - E———
J ¢ < s A

Ky -ri - e e - le-i-son, Ky-ri - e e - le-i-son
h — [— [— |
o | I | I— I | | [ | | | | [ |
o> — E o ———1 ﬁ:‘rﬁ.—f—d—i—Hiu
Q) \/gl [ 'I 'I [ [ d [ ] [

Chri - ste e - le-i- son, Chri ste e - le-i- son
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Ky -re - e e - le-i-son, Ky-ri - e e - le-i- son.

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 204)
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Sing  glo - ry to God, and peace on earth.
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We sing glo - ry to God in the high - est
O 4 TN Z— ] — |
o "L ) | | | | |
L bt | | | | | |
ﬁj:ﬁ m— ' | |
we_ wor - ship you, we__ give___  you thanks.
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We__ praise you for . your glo - ry Lord.
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Sing  glo - ry to God, and peace on earth.
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Glo - ry to  God in the high - est.
Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you
with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word

FIRST READING: Isaiah 40:1-11

'Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.

>Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

3A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
‘Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
sThen the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

sA voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”

All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.

"The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

sThe grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.

’Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear;

say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”

wSee, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him;

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.

'"He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

PSALM: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

'You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
’You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out | all their sins.
sI will listen to what the LORD | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their I hearts to you.
‘Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land. R
loSteadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
l'Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
°The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will I yield its increase.
sRighteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R



Lighting Of The Advent Wreath

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.

You fasten righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us as we mirror your
mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.

We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. Amen.

SECOND READING: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
sDo not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years
are like one day. °The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 'But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and
everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

1Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? :But, in accordance with his promise, we
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.

“Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot
or blemish; 's:and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia! Pre-pare our hearts, our minds, our souls
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To hear your word, to know your truth, Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. *As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, |
am sending my messenger ahead of you who will prepare your way;

sthe voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
sAnd people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ‘"Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. "He proclaimed, “The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. ‘I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (ELW 257)
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O come, O come, Em - man - u - el, and ran-som cap - tive
O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan’s
O come, O Keyof David, come, and open wide our
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Is - ra - el, thatmourns in lone - ly ex - ile here
tyranny; from depths of hell your peo. - ple save,
heav'nly home; make safe the way that leads on high,
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un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
and give them vict’ry o'er the grave. Re-joice! Re-joice!

and close. the pathto  mi. - se- ry.
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Em - man - u - el shall come to you, O Is - ra - el.

Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with “Merciful God,” and the congregational response is “receive our prayer.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Anthem: “Lo How A Rose”



Meal
Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue

Leader Congregation
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The Lord be__ with you. And al - so__ with you.
Leader L, Congregation
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Lift up_ your hearts._ we__ lift them to__ the Lord.
Leader Congregation
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Let us__ give thanks to__ the Lord, to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho - ly, ho-1ly, ho-ly Lord, God of powr and  might,
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heav'n and earth are full of your glo - ry Lord.
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Blessed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion



Communion Song
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O Lamb of God you take a - way the
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O Lamb of God you take a - way the sin of the world.
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sin_ of the world.
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Have mer cy on us O Lord. Grant us peace. Grant

Communion Hymn: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (ELW 240)

us peace O Lord.
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1 Light one can-dle to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
2 Light two can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
3 Light three can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
4 Light four can-dles to watch for Mes-si - ah:  let the light ban-ish dark - ness.
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He shall bring sal - va-tion to Is-ra-el, God ful-fills the prom -ise.
He shall feed the flocklike a shep-herd, gent-ly lead them home-ward.
Lift your heads and lift high the gate-way for the King of glo - ry.
He is com -1ing, tell the glad tid - ings. Let your lights be shin - ing!

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Music: TIF IN VELDELE, Yiddish folk tune
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




Prayer after Communion

Let us pray. Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together.
Nourished by this meal, send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release, brought to birth in
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing

The God of peace bless you,

the love of Christ sustain you in hope,

and the anointing of the Spirit + remain upon you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song Hark, the Glad Sound! (ELW 239)
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1 Hark, the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, the Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - ’ners to re - lease, in Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, the bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of peace, your wel - come
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prom - ised long; let ev - ry heart pre -
bond - age held. The gates of brass be -
soul to cure, and with the trea -  sures
shall pro - claim, and heav’n’s e - ter - nal
n Il }
| 2 i T — [ — — i
= ) f S S
J | | i
pare a  throne and ev - ry voice a song.
fore him burst, the i - ron fet - ters  yield.
of his grace toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
arch - es ring  with your be - lov - ed  name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
Music: CHESTERFIELD, Thomas Haweis, 1734—1820

Dismissal
Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.



