
Name Of Jesus Lessons and Carols: Sunday, December 31, 2023 

Welcome 
The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). 

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people through the birth 
of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability 
of the world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to 
adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Amid the troubles of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and love. 
Silence is kept for reflection 

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 
Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. Today is born a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you know the peace which the angels 
sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! 
Amen. 

Gathering Song Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275) 

Prayer of the Day 



Reading Set 1: “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”  

Isaiah 12:2-6. “Surely God is my salvation;  I will trust, and will not be afraid,” 

Refrain in Response to the Word O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

Matthew 1:18-21 “Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way:”  

Carol: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (ELW 272) 



Reading Set 2: “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”  
Isaiah 61:1-3, 11: “The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  because the LORD has anointed me" 

Refrain in Response to the Word O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

John 1:19-23, 29-34: John is asked if he is the Messiah 

Carol: In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294) 



Reading Set 3: “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”:  

Isaiah 6:1-8: Isaiah sees the heavenly Temple and I sent to proclaim God’s Glory 

Refrain in Response to the Word O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283) 

Luke 1:26-35: The angel Gabriel comes to Mary.  

Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279) 



Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,  of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day 
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God,” and the congregational response is “Your mercy is great.” 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace 

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering Prayer 

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue 

Preface  



Holy, Holy, Holy  

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 

Communion Song  



Communion Hymn: Love Has Come (ELW 292) 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessing 
God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 



Sending Song Go Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290) 

Dismissal 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
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