Name Of Jesus Lessons and Carols: Sunday, December 31, 2023

Welcome
The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all
the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people through the birth
of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability
of the world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to
adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord.

Confession and Forgiveness
Amid the troubles of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, grace, and love.
Silence is kept for reflection

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.

Forgive our lack of faith and trust.

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable.

Forgive our neglect of the poor.

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem.

Forgive our selfishness and complacency.

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. Today is born a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

In + Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you know the peace which the angels
sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy!

Amen.

Gathering Song Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275)
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1 An - gels, from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid -ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879

Prayer of the Day



Reading Set 1: “For unto you is born a S@vior, who is Christ, the Lord”

Isaiah 12:2-6. “Surely God is my salvation, I will trust, and will not be afraid,”

Refrain in Response to the Word O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

Refrain
0 4 | | .
)’ A ] | I | | | | | |
VAN | I | | | | 4 ™ ™
O & o 4 ¢ o5 | r|f el 7 o
J o I 1 i I
Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
Matthew 1:18-21 “Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way:”
Carol: Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming (ELW 272)
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
N - ah had fore - told it, the rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness fills the
4 O Sav - ior, child of Mar - y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s  lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - y we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with  glo - rious splen - dor the
woe; o Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - ’ry - where. True man, yet ver -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
n I 1
P | | | .
E O T i R
\:JV } } I } - | = Z > O
mid the cold of win - ter, when half-spent was  the night.
bore to us a  Sav - ior, when half-spent was  the night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-ens ev - 'ty load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4
Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesénge, Koln, 1599



Reading Set 2: “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”
Isaiah 61:1-3, 11: “The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me"

Refrain in Response to the Word O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

Refrain
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O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni - te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.

O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade

John 1:19-23, 29-34: John is asked if he is the Messiah

Carol: In the Bleak Midwinter (ELW 294)
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,

2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. earth sus - tain;

3 What. . . can I give him, poor. . .. as | am?
- P e e s . — —
%- o o P p p o o )

5 D | o —O 4 L O
earth stood hard as i - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On  SNOW, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my  part;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter, long a - £o.
the Lord ... God al- might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934



Reading Set 3: “For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”:

Isaiah 6:1-8: Isaiah sees the heavenly Temple and I sent to proclaim God'’s Glory

Refrain in Response to the Word O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)

Refrain
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!
Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
Luke 1:26-35: The angel Gabriel comes to Mary.
Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is giv'n!
o ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
o morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with “Hear us, O God,” and the congregational response is “Your mercy is great.”

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue

Leader Congregation
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface



Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Blessed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

Communion Song
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O Lamb of God you take a - way the sin of the world.
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O Lamb of God you take a - way the sin  of the world.
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O Lamb of God you take a-way the sin_ of the world.
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Have

mer cy on us O Lord. Grant us peace. Grant
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us peace O Lord.



Communion Hymn: Love Has Come (ELW 292)
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1 Love has come— a light in the dark - ness! Love shines forth in the
2 Love is born! Come, share in the won - der. Love is God now a -
3 Love has come and nev-er will leave us! Love is life ev-er -
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Beth -1le - hem skies. See, all heav-en has come to pro - claim it;
sleep in the hay. See the glow in the eyes of his moth - er;
last - ing and free. Love is Je - sus with - in and a - mong us.
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hear how their song of joy a - ris - es: Love! Love! Born un-to
what is the name her heart is say - ing? Love! Love! Love is the
Love is the peace our hearts are seek-ing. Love! Love! Love is the
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Prayer after Communion

Blessing

God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth,
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen.



Sending Song Go 7Tell It on the Mountain (ELW 290)

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

Dismissal

Christ the Savior is born!

Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.
Thanks be to God.
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