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February 1, 2026: What Does Holy Look Like?

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Organ Prelude
The prelude is a time of preparation for worship in the sanctuary. Help preserve the
sanctuary as a meditative space for yourself and those around you.

Thanksgiving For Baptism
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Ever-living God, author of creation, we give you thanks for your gift of water that brings
life and refreshes the earth.
We bless and praise you, for by water and the Word we are cleansed from sin and
receive everlasting life.
Join us again this day to the saving death of Christ; renew in us the living fountain of your
grace.
Amen.
Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all
our sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Gathering Song
Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! (ELW 873)
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in heart!  Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong  as 0 - cean’s surg - ing praise,

3 With all the an - gel choirs, with all the saints on earth
4 Still lift your stan-dard high, still march in firm ar - ray,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymnsof old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the  strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - nesswend till dawns the gol-den day.
Refrain
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last,  the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain

Text: Edward H. Plumptre, 1821-1891, alt.
Music: MArION, Arthur H. Messiter, 1834-1916

Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison” are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. Some settings of the kyrie are

more penitential in nature but this one is an upbeat celebration of God’s grace. The worship leaders will sing

the verses and the congregation will join on the refrain.
Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e -lei - son, on our world and on  our way.
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let us pray to the Lord.



Canticle of Praise
This song is an echo of the song the angels sang at Christ’s birth, along with praise language from the book

of Revelation.
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Glo - 1y to God in the high - est, the high - est, and
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peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you
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for your glo - ry.
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2Lord Je - sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa - ther, Lord God,
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3 For you @ - lone are the Ho-1ly One, you a - lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the
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Prayer of the Day
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and
the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8

1Hear what the Lord says:

Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will contend with Israel.

3“0 my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

s “With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?

7Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of 0il?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
s He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

Psalm 15
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

1Lord, who may dwell in your ! tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your ! holy hill?

2Those who lead a blameless life and do ' what is right,
who speak the truth ' from their heart; R

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil ! to their friends;
they do not cast discredit up- ' on a neighbor.

4+In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who ! fear the Lord.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take ' back their word.

5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes a- ! gainst the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be ' overthrown. R



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. * For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who
believe. 2 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 2 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 2¢but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. s For God'’s foolishness is wiser than
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2 But God chose what is foolish in the world
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2 God chose what is
low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 2 so that no one might
boast in the presence of God. 3 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3in order that, as it is
written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:68
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Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying;:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4+“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil
against you falsely on my account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day

Let Streams of Living Justice (ELW 710)
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on  the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peace that will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’sbuilt to mu - sic; we  are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny is lan - guage; we  are the words you speak.
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the work -ers claim their rights,
knit our lives as they are spun;

The
Weave our var - ied gifts

hun - gry’s hands are plead - ing,
to - geth - er;

Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the  blind-ed seek for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er -ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow’r;
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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a - bol - ish an-cient ven-geance: pro - claim your peo-ple’s hour.

dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.

your  truth—the heart of

strang - er;

your

life—the Cru - c1 - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.” On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with “receive
our prayer.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering Prayer

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190)
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry, full ofyour glo-ry. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the high - est.



Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever

and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We believe that God’s grace is for all people, and that open sharing in the sacrament of
Holy Communion is a visible sign of that. At First Lutheran, all are welcome at the
table. The wafers are gluten-free. In the trays there is both wine (red) and grape juice
(clear). You may kneel or stand. If you wish to receive communion in the pews let the
ushers know that and we will come to you after those who come forward are served.

Lamb Of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



Communion Song
As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522)
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turmnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir - it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be  stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there 1is strife.
where tr1 - um-phantLove will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Prayer after Communion

Blessing
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth

and tuned your heart for praise + bless you now and forever.

Amen.



Sending Song
Lift Every Voice and Sing (ELW 841)
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1 Lift ev-'ry voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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ring with the har - mo - nies of lib - er - ty.
felt in the days when hope un - born had  died;
thou who hast brought us thus  far on the  way;
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Let our re - joic - ing rise  high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a stead -y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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let it re - sound loud as the roll - ing  sea.
come to the place for which our par - ents sighed?
keep us for - ev - e in the path, we  pray.
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;

N

| e .
- . '
sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought us;

we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,
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lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for - get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now we stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us  march on till  vic - to - ry is WOn.
where the  white gleam of  our bright star is cast.
true to our God, true to our na - tive  land.

Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938
Music: LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING, J. Rosamond Johnson, 1873-1954

Dismissal From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



Happenings at First Lutheran

Zoom Bible Study Beginning 2/3 (rescheduled)

Hardin and Glenda Rahe will be leading a Bible study about discipleship using examples of
how they use scripture to share God’s word as followers of Christ. Start date will be
February 3rd at 7 pm. Their first presentation is entitled, “Seeking Salvation Before the End
Times,” which is a segue into the study of Revelation. That study will begin on February 3.
Zoom access link will be shared next week.

Annual Meeting RESCHEDULED

The Annual Congregational meeting is rescheduled for February 8th.

Annual Reports are available from the church office.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Feb. 17th

Shrove Tuesday is coming up! If you would like to help we would love to have you cook,
serve or set up. Contact Joe Piazza if you can help.

2026 Dinner Club
Congregational Life is beginning to organize the 2026 Dinner Club.

If you want to participate, contact Agnes Dreibrodt.

Save The Dates

Feb. 17: Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper April 2: Maundy Thursday
Feb: 18: Ash Wednesday April 3: Good Friday
Feb. 25-March 25: Wednesday Soup and April 5: Easter Sunday
Evening Prayer

Ongoing Events:
Monday Spiritual Study (Zoom): Contact Agnes Dreibrodt)
Women'’s Circle: 3rd Thursday (Contact Agnes Dreibrodt)
Prime Timers: 3rd Tuesday (Contact Sue at the church office)

For FLC Updates:

Most Congregational communication happens in our weekly email.
To be added to our contact list,
scan the QR code and fill out our connection card:




