First Lutheran Church
130 W. Holland St., San Marcos, TX
512-392-2064 www.flcsm.org

/1N Y i :
.‘ =‘ Evangelical +

wwa LUtheran Church FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
Bdb4

in America £35S SAN MARCOS, TEXAS
March 15, 2026: Lent 4

See

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Centering Prayer and Prelude
For the season of Lent, we will practice a spiritual discipline of centering prayer where we center ourselves on
worship. Each week we will have a sacred word that connects to the texts for that day. At the call of the bell, we
invite all present to a time of silent meditation on that word. If you find yourself distracted, it is not a failure.
Simply return your thoughts gently to our word. The prelude will follow a time of silence.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 1, Jesus’ Temptation)
For failing to recognize your coming reign and the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 2, Jesus and Nicodemus)
For drawing on the well of ambition, rather than living water you offer: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 3, Jesus at the Well of Living Water)
For disregarding voices from the margin, missing signs of your hope in the world:
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 4, Healing the Man Born Blind )
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 5, Jesus Raises Lazarus)
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.
Amen.



Gathering Song

O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate (ELW 722)
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1 O  Christ, your heart,com - pas - sion-ate, bore ev - ’ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Christ,cre - ate new hearts in us that beat in time with yours,
4 0O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Its beat - ing was the pulse of God; its  breadth, God’s vast do - main.
so may all bruised and bro-ken lives through us your help still find.
that, joined by faith with your great heart, be - come love’s o - pen doors.

whose arms stretched wide up - on

a cross em - brace and bear us all:
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
We are your bod -y, r1is - en Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield
come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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to write God’slove in  hu-man deeds, e - ter - ni-ty in time.
and help us bear an - oth-er’'s pain as though it were our own.
that throughour life and min - is - try your love may be re - vealed.
whose deeds of loverise up to you, a sac - ri-fice of praise!

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923-2007
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL -
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license




Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison” are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. For the season of Lent the gathering
rite is shortened. We do not include a canticle of praise, making for a more penitential nature to worship. These songs
(Glory to God in the Highest or This Is The Feast) return with joyful fullness at Easter.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
Prayer of the Day

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life
and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your
Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

' The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” ® Invite Jesse to the sacrifice,
and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” * Samuel
did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably. I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice.

s When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the Lord.” 7 But the
Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected
him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.” ¢ Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord
chosen this one.” * Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he
is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes
here.” 1> He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The
Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” 12 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 23
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' The Lord ' is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.
>The Lord makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3 You restore my ! soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
+Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me. R
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence ' of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ! running over.
s Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ! Lord forever. R



Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14

¢ Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, ° for

the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is

pleasing to the Lord. ' Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, expose them. 2

For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, ° but everything exposed by

the light becomes visible, “ for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. For Lent, we do not sing the Alleluia, but instead these words

describing God'’s nature from Exodus 34:6, heard by Moses as he was given the tablets of the law.
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he 1is gra - cious and
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er - ci - ful, slow to an - ger, and a - bound -ing in
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stead - fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

Gospel: John 9:1-41

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the
things of God. It is not printed due to length and to add the additional hymn for this week. It is found
on New Testament p. 97 of the pew Bible.

After the gospel is read, the response is:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Message through Hymn Reflections



Hymn Reflection 1

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779)

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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1 A - maz - Ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! I once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how  pre cious did that
have al - read - vy come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we’ve  no less days to
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now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd first be gun.




Hymn Reflection 1
There Is a Balm in Gilead (ELW 614)
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There 1s a balm 1n Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times [ feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho -ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all.”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.” On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Hear us, O God” and the assembly responds with “Your mercy is
great.”
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
This song draws from Isaiah 6:3, the vision of the Heavenly Throne room and from Matthew 21:9, the shouts of

the crowd as Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. In the liturgy it recognizes uniting our earthly worship
with the presence of Christ in the sacrament of Holy Communion.

| -
DA Il I | | |

E==E=sssee e

Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



Thanksgiving At The Table

The prayer of consecration ends with the Lord’s Prayer, introduced with the words:

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, which gathers to pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We believe that God’s grace is for all people, and that open sharing in the sacrament of Holy Communion
is a visible sign of that. At First Lutheran, all are welcome at the table. The wafers are gluten-free. In the
trays there is both wine (red) and grape juice (clear). You may kneel or stand. If you wish to receive
communion in the pews let the ushers know that and we will come to you after those who come forward
are served.

Lamb Of God

This song, sung as the host is elevated and broken and the meal is shared, is an echo of John the Baptist’s
words when he recognizes Jesus in John 1:29.
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.



Communion Song
O Bread of Life from Heaven (ELW 480)
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1 O bread of life from heav - en, O food to pil - grims
O fount of grace re - deem - ing, O riv - er ev - er
3 We love you, Je - sus, ten - der, In all your hid - den
n ! }
Y | | |
o ’ o =
J X
giv - en, O man - na from a - bove: feed
stream - ing from Je - sus’ wound - ed side: come
splen - dor with - in these means of grace. Oh,
0
with the bless - ed  sweet - ness of your di - vine com -
now, your love be - stow - ing on thirst - ing souls, and
let the veil be rv - en, and our clear eye in
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plete - ness the souls that want and need your love.
flow - ing tll all are ful - ly sat - is - fied.
heav - en be - hold your glo - ry face to face.

Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2
Music: O WELT, ICH MUSS DICH LASSEN, Heinrich Isaac, 1450-1517

Prayer after Communion

Benediction
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.
Amen.



Sending Song
Be Thou My Vision (ELW 793)
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es | heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may [ reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first In  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOw’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
Dismissal

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;

hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



Happenings at First Lutheran

Tuesday Bible Study

Our church group studying the book of Revelation will meet again on Tuesday night at 7 PM via Zoom. If
you're interested in joining the Bible study group, please send either Hardin or Glenda your name and
email address so they can add you to their list-serve. Then, they will send you the information necessary
to obtain the materials needed to participate in the class. Their email addresses are:

Hardin - profrahe@yahoo.com Glenda -gsjrahe@gmail.com

Lent Soup and Evening Prayer

On each Wednesday in Lent, we will have our soup and evening prayer gathering.
Dinner is served at 5:30, and evening prayer is at 6:35.

Weekly Email and Bulletin Announcements

For items to be included in this space and / or the weekly email, please send them to

pastortim@flcsm.org by 5 pm on Wednesday.

Save The Dates

Feb. 25-March 25: Soup and Evening Prayer April 2: Maundy Thursday
March 2-6: FLC Meals on Wheels Week April 3: Good Friday

March 28: Bobcat Build Workday April 5: Easter Sunday
April 16: Service of Remembrance for Pets

Ongoing Events:
Monday Spiritual Study (Zoom): Contact Agnes Dreibrodt)
Southside Dinner: First Sunday of each Month
(We will not be serving in April, contact Pastor Tim to volunteer)
Women'’s Circle: 3rd Thursday (Contact Agnes Dreibrodt)
Prime Timers: 3rd Tuesday (Contact Sue at the church office)

For FLC Updates:

A EEEEEEEE——
Most Congregational communication happens in our weekly email.

To be added to our contact list,
scan the QR code and fill out our connection card:



mailto:pastortim@flcsm.org

