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Weep

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Centering Prayer and Prelude
For the season of Lent, we will practice a spiritual discipline of centering prayer where we center ourselves on
worship. Each week we will have a sacred word that connects to the texts for that day. At the call of the bell, we
invite all present to a time of silent meditation on that word. If you find yourself distracted, it is not a failure.
Simply return your thoughts gently to our word. The prelude will follow a time of silence.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 1, Jesus’ Temptation)
For failing to recognize your coming reign and the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 2, Jesus and Nicodemus)

For drawing on the well of ambition, rather than living water you offer: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 3, Jesus at the Well of Living Water)
For disregarding voices from the margin, missing signs of your hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 4, Healing the Man Born Blind )
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to
come forth to life: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. (Lent 5, Jesus Raises Lazarus)
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God,
you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you,
pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.



Gathering Song

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712)
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1 Lord,whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor -ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids wus bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con - se - crat - ing
by your Spir - it send your pow - er

stir-ring  us

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984
Music: BEACH SPRING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press

to
that your ser - vants, Lord, in

to your pur - pose

ev - ry gift which you im - part.
to our world to make it whole.
a - bun- dant

ar - dent ser - vice, your
free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

life

to share.




Kyrie
The words “kyrie eleison” are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. For the season of Lent the gathering
rite is shortened. We do not include a canticle of praise, making for a more penitential nature to worship. These songs
(Glory to God in the Highest or This Is The Feast) return with joyful fullness at Easter.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe
upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve
you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley,
and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” ¢ Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. ¢ I will lay
sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you
shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 1 looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. ° Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,

O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 01 prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up,
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord
God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you
back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you
up from your graves, O my people. 141 will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 130 ﬁ:ﬁ
X 2

1Out ! of the depths
I cry to ! you, O Lord;
20 Lord, ! hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.
31f you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O Lord, ' who could stand?
+Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you ' may be feared. R
5] wait for you, O Lord; ' my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
¢ My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is ! steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plen- ' teous redemption.
8 For the Lord shall ' redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R



Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does
not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because
of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. For Lent, we do not sing the Alleluia, but instead these words
describing God’s nature from Exodus 34:6, heard by Moses as he was given the tablets of the law.
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he is gra - cious and
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mer - ¢ci - ful, slow to an - ger, and a - bound -ing in
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stead -fast love, and a - bound -ing in stead - fast love.

Gospel: John 11:1-45
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one
who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4+ But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ¢ after having heard that Lazarus was ill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” °Jesus answered, “Are there not
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this
world. 1 But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 2 The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 1¢ Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For



your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called
the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. ¥ Now Bethany was
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, ? and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. 2 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed
at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 2Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” 2 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said
to her, “T am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher is
here and is calling for you.” 22 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had
not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with
her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 2> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at
his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 3 When Jesus saw her
weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
3¢ He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 3 Jesus began to weep. % So
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 7 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?”

33 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. %
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead four days.” ©Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?” 4 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I
thank you for having heard me. 21 knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 4 When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 4 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

#sMany of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day

Christ Is the Life (ACS 927)
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heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un -to me and rest;
heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give

heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea -1y one, lay down your head up - on  my breast.”
the liv -ing wa - ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I came to Je -sus as I was, so wea -1y, worn, and sad;
I came to Je - sus, and 1 drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and 1 found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live in him.
and in that light of life I'll walk tll trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808—1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.” On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Each petition ends with the words “Hear us, O God” and the assembly responds with “Your mercy is
great.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Anthem: Untitled Hymn

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
9]
)" A
Z@O_D_._! ’—‘—’—o—. o ¢ o ¢ .
J J— — —
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy

This song draws from Isaiah 6:3, the vision of the Heavenly Throne room and from Matthew 21:9, the shouts of
the crowd as Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. In the liturgy it recognizes uniting our earthly worship
with the presence of Christ in the sacrament of Holy Communion.
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Ho-1ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.



Thanksgiving At The Table

The prayer of consecration ends with the Lord’s Prayer, introduced with the words:

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, which gathers to pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

We believe that God’s grace is for all people, and that open sharing in the sacrament of Holy Communion
is a visible sign of that. At First Lutheran, all are welcome at the table. The wafers are gluten-free. In the
trays there is both wine (red) and grape juice (clear). You may kneel or stand. If you wish to receive
communion in the pews let the ushers know that and we will come to you after those who come forward
are served.

Lamb Of God

This song, sung as the host is elevated and broken and the meal is shared, is an echo of John the Baptist’s
words when he recognizes Jesus in John 1:29.
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.



Communion Song
Precious Lord, Take My Hand (ELW 773)
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1. Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me
2. When my way grows drear, Pre - cious Lord, lin - ger
3. When the dark - ness ap-pears And the night draws
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stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
near, When my life is al - most gone,
near, And the day is past and  gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the
Hear my cry, hear my call, Hold my hand lest I
At the riv. - er I stand, Guide my feet, hold my
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light,  Take my hand, pre - cious Lord, lead me home.
fall. Take my hand, pre - cious Lord, lead me home.
hand. Take my hand, pre - cious Lord, lead me home.

Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993
Tune: PRECIOUS LORD, 66 9 D; George N. Allen; arr. by Kelly Dobbs Mickus, b.1966
© 1938, Unichappell Music, Inc.

Prayer after Communion

Benediction
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, + bless you now and always.
Amen.



Sending Song
O God, Who Gives Us Life (ACS 1086)
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1 O God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
2 O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
3 O God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb:
to plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
your might - y deeds e - voke our awe; we  dare not speak your name.
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de - liv-er us from fears that kill the life we have from you.
when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
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Help us to know your Spir-it still is mak - ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of love.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944

Music: NOEL, English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842—-1900
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



Happenings at First Lutheran

Tuesday Bible Study

Our church group studying the book of Revelation will meet again on Tuesday night at 7 PM via Zoom. If
you're interested in joining the Bible study group, please send either Hardin or Glenda your name and
email address so they can add you to their list-serve. Then, they will send you the information necessary
to obtain the materials needed to participate in the class. Their email addresses are:

Hardin - profrahe@yahoo.com Glenda -gsjrahe@gmail.com

Lent Soup and Evening Prayer

On each Wednesday in Lent, we will have our soup and evening prayer gathering.
Dinner is served at 5:30, and evening prayer is at 6:35.

Weekly Email and Bulletin Announcements

For items to be included in this space and / or the weekly email, please send them to

pastortim@flcsm.org by 5 pm on Wednesday.

Save The Dates

Feb. 25-March 25: Soup and Evening Prayer April 2: Maundy Thursday
March 2-6: FLC Meals on Wheels Week April 3: Good Friday

March 28: Bobcat Build Workday April 5: Easter Sunday
April 16: Service of Remembrance for Pets

Ongoing Events:
Monday Spiritual Study (Zoom): Contact Agnes Dreibrodt)
Southside Dinner: First Sunday of each Month
(We will not be serving in April, contact Pastor Tim to volunteer)
Women'’s Circle: 3rd Thursday (Contact Agnes Dreibrodt)
Prime Timers: 3rd Tuesday (Contact Sue at the church office)

For FLC Updates:

A EEEEEEEE——
Most Congregational communication happens in our weekly email.

To be added to our contact list,
scan the QR code and fill out our connection card:
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