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April 26, 2026: Fourth Sunday of Easter

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Gathering Song

O Christ, Our Hope (ELW 604)
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1 O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ de - sire, cre - a - tion’s
2 How vast your mer - cy to ac - cept the bur - den
3 But Nnow the bonds of death are burst, the ran - som
4 Oh, let  your might - y love pre - vail to purge us
5 All praise to you, as - cend - ed Lord; all glo - ry
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might-y Lord, re - deem - er of the fall - en world, by
of our sin, and bow your head in cru - el death to
has been  paid; you reign a - bove at  God’s right hand, in
of our pride, that we may stand be - fore  your throne by
ev - er be to Fa - ther, Son, and Spir - it blest through
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ho - 1ly love out - poured, by ho - ly love out-poured:
make us clean with - in, to make us clean with - in.
robes of light ar - rayed, in robes of light ar - rayed.
mer - cy pu - rn - fied, by mer - Ccy pu - 1 - fied.
all e - ter - m - ty, through all e - ter - ni - ty!

Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Chandler, 18061876, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.




Canticle of Praise

Refrain
Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
All
Nu . . . .
" N T T E——— T T
o W L e S S——— P I~ X0 i—’—ﬂ—ﬁ:‘
I\jl & =| 1 al‘ .I | I | I I

1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
Du \ ‘ | .
| A TN | f I I | I 1 | | | I ]
=S
J ~—_— ¢ - L4 l f
2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-err A - men.
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

Prayer of the Day

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys
of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous
feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
422 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done through the
apostles. 4 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 4 they would sell
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 4 Day by day,
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food
with glad and generous hearts, # praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And
day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
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1The Lord ! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3You restore my ' soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
+Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they ' comfort me. R
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence ' of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ' of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' Lord forever. R

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
1]t is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while suffering
unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you
endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a commendable thing before God. 2! For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so
that you should follow in his steps.

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 2¢ He himself bore our sins in his body on the



cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - ia.
Gospel: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. ¢ When he has brought out all his own,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.” ¢Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

7S0 again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. s All who
came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. 91 am the gate.
Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Hymn of the Day
Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764)
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1 Have no fear, Iit-tle  flock; have no fear, Iit - tle

2 Have good cheer, Iit-tle flock; have good cheer, Iit - tle
3 Praise the Lord high a - bove;  praise the Lord high a -
4 Thank -ful hearts raise to God; thank - ful hearts raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, in
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give you the king -dom; have no fear, lit - tle flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, Iit - tle flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the Lord high a - bove!

all things  works with you; thank - ful hearts raise to  God!

Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 24
Music: LITTLE FLOCK, Heinz Werner Zimmermann, b. 1930
Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with “receive our
prayer.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
This song draws from Isaiah 6:3, the vision of the Heavenly Throne room and from Matthew 21:9, the
shouts of the crowd as Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. In the liturgy it recognizes uniting our
earthly worship with the presence of Christ in the sacrament of Holy Communion.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Thanksgiving At The Table

The prayer of consecration ends with the Lord’s Prayer, introduced with the words:

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, which gathers to pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
We believe that God’s grace is for all people, and that open sharing in the sacrament of Holy Communion
is a visible sign of that. At First Lutheran, all are welcome at the table. The wafers are gluten-free. Each
tray contains cups with red wine and with clear grape juice. If you wish to receive communion in the
pews let the ushers know that and we will come to you after those who come forward are served.



Lamb Of God

This song, sung as the host is elevated and broken and the meal is shared, is an echo of John the Baptist’s
words when he recognizes Jesus in John 1:29.
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Communion Song
Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us (ELW 789)
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1 Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead us; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to e - ceive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let usseek your fa - vor, wear -ly let us do your will;
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In  your pleas-ant pas-tures feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, from sin de - fend us, seek us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to re- lieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
bless-ed Lord and on -1ly Sav - ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us furn to  you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  still.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ear-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have loved us, love wus still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847
Music: BRADBURY, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868



Prayer after Communion

Benediction
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song
What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (ELW 774)
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What a fel - low-ship, what a  joy di-vine, lean - ing on the ev - er-
2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have [ to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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Lean - ing, lean - ing, safe and se-cure from all a - larms;
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lean - ing, lean - ing, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924

Dismissal

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! .
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-740219. All rights reserved



When he has brought out all his own, he goes
ahead of them) and the sheep follow him
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