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May 3, 2026: Fifth Sunday of Easter

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation:
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys.
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.

Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation.
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever.
Amen.



Gathering Song

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (ELW 645)
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Text: Latin hymn, c. 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695; arr. Ernest Hawkins, 1802—1868

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




Canticle of Praise

Refrain

Assisting minister
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love
one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the
world, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60
55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. 5 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud
shout all rushed together against him. 5 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him, and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 5 While
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down
and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he died.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
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1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be ! put to shame;
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deliver me ! in your righteousness.
2Incline your ! ear to me;
make haste to de- ' liver me.
3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag ! and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead ' me and guide me.
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly ! set for me,
for you are my tow- ! er of strength. R
5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, ! God of truth.
15My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who ! persecute me.
16 Let your face shine up- ' on your servant;
save me in your ! steadfast love.” R

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and 5like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢ For it stands
in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,



and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8 and
“A stone that makes them stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.
10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - u - ia.

Gospel: John 14:1-14

The holy gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you
know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on
my own, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ! Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact,



will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 131 will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for

anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day
Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life (ELW 816)
0| .
757 : 2 ] }
'“? D o I' ! I' -
1 Come, my way, my  truth, my life: such a
2 Come, my light, my  feast, my  strength: such a
3 Come, my joy, my  love, my heart: such a
IQ Llp| FA\ | b ® » |
l“? ) }P | o } | o
way as  gives us breath; such a truth as ends all
light as  shows a feast;  such a feast as mends in
joy as  none can move; such a love as none  can
0| . .
P = —— i
S e ===
w
strife; such a life as kill eth death.
length; such a strength as makes his  guest.
part; such a heart as joys in love.

Text: George Herbert, 1593-1632

Music: THE CALL, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958

Outside USA: Music © 1911 Stainer and Bell, Ltd., 23 Gruneisen Road, London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with “receive our
prayer.”

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Great Thanksgiving Dialogue
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy
This song draws from Isaiah 6:3, the vision of the Heavenly Throne room and from Matthew 21:9, the
shouts of the crowd as Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. In the liturgy it recognizes uniting our
earthly worship with the presence of Christ in the sacrament of Holy Communion.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
Thanksgiving At The Table

The prayer of consecration ends with the Lord’s Prayer, introduced with the words:

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, which gathers to pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
We believe that God’s grace is for all people, and that open sharing in the sacrament of Holy Communion
is a visible sign of that. At First Lutheran, all are welcome at the table. The wafers are gluten-free. Each
tray contains cups with red wine and with clear grape juice. If you wish to receive communion in the
pews let the ushers know that and we will come to you after those who come forward are served.



Lamb Of God

This song, sung as the host is elevated and broken and the meal is shared, is an echo of John the Baptist’s
words when he recognizes Jesus in John 1:29.
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

Communion Song
I Received the Living God (ELW 477)

Refrain
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1 Je-sus said: I am the bread, knead-ed long to give you life;
2 Je-sus said: I am the way, and my Fa - ther longs for  you;
3 Je-sus said: I am the truth; come and fol - low close to me.
4 Je-sus said: I am the life, far from whom no thing can  grow,
N . . —— . Refrain
AT —h— — —
v . ._
(= e e 2
you who will  par-take of me need not ev - er fear to die.
SO I come to bring you home to be one with us a - new.

You will know me in your heart, and my word shall make you  free.
but re - ceive this liv - ing bread, and my Spir - it you shall know.

Text: Anonymous
Music: LIVING GOD, Anonymous



Prayer after Communion

Benediction
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,
+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Song
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389)
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1 Christ s a - live! Let Chris-tians sing.  The cross  stands
2 Christ 18 a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - ry in - sult, rft, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the

5 Christ is a - live, and comes to  bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years n Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - wvide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - i, hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - ry age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - ’ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Dismissal
. . o
Goin peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Liturgy and hymns reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE

#A-740219. All rights reserved



In my F‘ather’s house there are many clwe”ing Places.
If it were not S0, would I have told you that | go to

prepare a Place for gou?



This Week At First Lutheran

We thank you for joining us at worship today. We invite you to join us again, and to get involved in our
active service in the San Marcos community.

On the first Sunday of each month we prepare and serve a meal for the neighbors who eat at Southside
Community Center. Contact Pastor Tim to help in this meaningful connection with our neighbors.
Today we will have some of our confirmands helping as part of their learning about discipleship.
As we cook, we will be concluding our lessons for the school year and would love to have others join
for an intergenerational time of learning and serving,.

We also provide milk and eggs for Southside to use in their daily breakfast.

The sign-up sheet is on the table in the centrum near the bulletins.

We host Katie’s Community Free Fridge, named in memory of Katy Luther.
It is at the back of our building, available 24 /7 for people to take food as they need, or to share as they are able.
There is a cabinet for dry/canned goods. The refrigerator is not working,
so until then extra dry goods are appreciated.

We also serve on a rotating basis with other churches to deliver Meals On Wheels.
June 8th-12th is our next opportunity to serve in this important work.
Contact Marsha Moore (mmoore@txstate.edu) to learn more and sign up.

Yard Care

We are waiting a bit before calling our contracted mower to take care of the full yard, but if you
have some time to mow just the playground it would be much appreciated.

Ongoing Study Opportunities

Monday Spiritual Study (Zoom) - Beginning a study on the Hebrew Bible / Old Testament!
Women's Circle: 3rd Thursday

Need something in here?

Please have any items for this or the weekly email to the church office by Wednesday at 5 pm.

For FLC Updates:

Most Congregational communication happens in our weekly email.
To be added to our contact list,
scan the QR code and fill out our connection card:

Contact info:
Church office: firstlutheran@grandecom.net

Pastor Tim: pastortim@flcsm.org
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