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July 5, 2026: 5th Sunday after Pentecost

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

There is a tension between the patterns and calendar of Christian worship and secular
holidays. We have to remember that our identity is first and most importantly that of
“Baptized and Beloved Child of God” and not any other aspect of who we are. That is the
one unity we can all share. Because our faith and the church’s worship is bigger than our
country, today’s worship centers not on the 250th Independence Day holiday but uses the
same readings as worship does in other places throughout the world. But we cannot ignore
the communities where we live. Prayers, litanies and hymnody reflect the day and our
nation as both a gift from God and yet an imperfect human existence in need of communal
repentance and commitment to be more just and a blessing for all.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, source of hope in every nation,
rest for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth. Amen.
Let us bring every burden to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of all mercy,

we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation.

Within ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good

is at war with the evil that dwells in us.

We lament the evil that holds us captive.

We repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf.
Rescue us, forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of + Jesus Christ,
and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good.

Amen.



