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August 23, 2026: You Are - Confession and Calling   

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Organ Prelude
The prelude is a time of preparation for worship in the sanctuary. Help preserve the 
sanctuary as a meditative space for yourself and those around you.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.
Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
Too often we see only scarcity where you promise abundance.
We confess you as Lord, yet hesitate when you call us beyond what we know.
We trust your promises, yet resist the paths by which you lead us.
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Receive the little we have to offer, bless it, and use it for the sake of your world.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens,  and I will give you rest.”
Christ does not abandon those who hesitate or turn away;
he calls us again, and builds his church among imperfect disciples.
In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.



Gathering Song
Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation (ELW 645) 

Congregation 
enters: 

Each verse ends with: 

Kyrie 
The words “kyrie eleison" are an ancient prayer meaning “Lord have mercy”. 



Refrain

Canticle of Praise 
This song is an echo of the song the angels sang at Christ’s birth, along with praise language from the book of 
Revelation. 



Prayer of the Day
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be 
our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister 
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Selections from Jonah Chapters 1, 3, and 4
Chapter 1:  1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2 “Go at once to 
Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it, for their wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah 
set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going 
to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence 
of the Lord.
Chapter 3:  1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 
4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, 
great and small, put on sackcloth. 
  10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it.
Chapter 4:  1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord 
and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 
Tarshish at the beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding 
in steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it 
is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in 
the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart; 
before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
3 When I called, you | answered me; 
you increased my | strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord, 



when they have heard the words | of your mouth. R 
5 They will sing of the ways | of the Lord, 
that great is the glory | of the Lord. 
6 The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save 
me. 
8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your hands. R

Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is 
the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than 
you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel using the words of Peter in John 6:68



Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist 
but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  

On this rock I will build my church; 
I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven. 



Hymn of the Day 
Built on a Rock (ELW 652)

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession 
Each petition ends with the words “Merciful God,” and the assembly responds with 
“receive our prayer.”  



Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be with 
you,” or similar words.

Meal 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Prayer 
Great Thanksgiving Dialogue   

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface
Holy, Holy, Holy  



Thanksgiving At The Table 
The prayer of consecration ends with the Lord’s Prayer, introduced with the words: 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, which gathers to pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion  
We believe that God’s grace is for all people, and that open sharing in the 
sacrament of Holy Communion is a visible sign of that. At First Lutheran, all are 
welcome at the table. The wafers are gluten-free. In the trays there is both wine 
(red) and grape juice (clear). You may kneel or stand. If you wish to receive 
communion in the pews let the ushers know that and we will come to you after 
those who come forward are served. 

Lamb Of God 



Communion Songs
Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (ELW 623)

Prayer after Communion

Blessing
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
Amen.



Sending Song 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (ELW 596)

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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All are invited to get involved in our active service in the San Marcos community.

On the first Sunday of each month we prepare and serve a meal for the neighbors who eat at Southside 
Community Center.  Contact Pastor Tim to help in this meaningful connection with our neighbors.

We also provide milk and eggs for Southside to use in their daily breakfast. 
The sign-up sheet is on the table in the centrum near the bulletins. 

We host Katie’s Community Free Fridge, named in memory of Katy Luther. 
It is at the back of our building, available 24/7 for people to take food as they need, or to share as they are able.

We also serve on a rotating basis with other churches to deliver Meals On Wheels.  
 Contact Marsha Moore (mmoore@txstate.edu) to learn more and sign up. 

First Lutheran Community Outreach Ministries: 

mailto:mmoore@txstate.edu

